MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE WATCH & TRANSPORT COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 14 JUNE 2010 AT 6.30 PM.

2010/69  (W&T)
PRESENT
Councillors Westerman [Chair to 6.32pm] and Councillors Mitchell [Chair from 6.32pm], Ahmed, Akhtar, Ali, Brooksbank, Hussain [to 7.40pm], Roberts and Zaman.

Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.

2010/70 (W&T)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Inspector Wayne Horner.

2010/71 (W&T)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
Councillor Mitchell declared an interest in discussions relating to the proposed 20mph zone in Dockroyd Lane Oakworth and as such abstained from voting on that issue.

2010/72 (W&T)
TO APPOINT THE CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR
Proposed by Councillor Ali,




Seconded by Councillor Hussain, and 




RESOLVED

That Councillor Mitchell be appointed Chair of The Watch & Transport Committee, for the ensuing year.

Proposed by Councillor Hussain,




Seconded by Councillor Ahmed, and 




RESOLVED

That Councillor Zaman be appointed Vice Chair of The Watch & Transport Committee, for the ensuing year.

2010/73 (W&T)
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED


That Minute 2010/57 [W&T] be amended to read:

Robberies:

· 3 in Central Ward.

· None in East Ward.

· 2 in West Ward.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Akhtar, and 




RESOLVED


That the Minutes of the meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee held on 10 May 2010 as amended be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

2010/74 (W&T)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING:

(i) Temple Street signage issues resolved by Sergeant Paul Robinson.

Councillor Mitchell explained that he had also contacted the Civil Parking Enforcement Officer, in relation to the ‘unadopted’ status of the street.  It was explained that if the street is deemed to be a highway, which in this case it is, then the restrictions are legitimate.

(ii) Onsite meeting at Occupation Lane with District Councillor Keith Dredge.

(iii) Letter to Highways requesting additional siting of fixed camera in Oakworth Road, as resolved.

Councillor Mitchell read out correspondence from Highways Officers, explaining that if the proposed scheme were to be extended to Ingrow Lane, the criteria for fixed cameras would not be met.  Therefore in this instance it will not be possible to extend the route as previously requested.

(iv) Letter to Highways confirming acceptance of waiting restrictions along Halifax Road in Ingrow, as resolved.

(v) Further request made of Area Committee Office re Grit Bins.

2010/75 (W&T)
POLICE REPORT

No Police Report brought forward in the absence of a Police Officer.

Councillor Mitchell circulated an e-mail sent to the Oakworth Ward Councillors, from Sergeant Mark Wheeler who has recently left the Worth Valley NPT to take up an Inspector post.  Councillor Mitchell explained that Sergeant Wheeler was very well thought of in Oakworth and the Worth Valley and will be missed.  It was agreed that a letter of thanks and appreciation should be forwarded to Sergeant Wheeler.

Councillor Mitchell provided an update on further enquiries made regarding the future of the Community Contact Point Liaison Officer post and Contacts Points.  

2010/76 (W&T)
TO NOTE LETTER FROM MR AND MRS DENTON, INGROW LANE

Correspondence regarding problems at the Ingrow lane entrance to Oakbank School was circulated for consideration.  It was agreed that Councillor Roberts should visit Mr and Mrs Denton to further discuss their concerns and the issues raised.

2010/77 (W&T)
POSSIBLE POLICE OPEN DAY

Councillor Mitchell explained that a provisional date for a Police Station Open Day is Saturday 31 July.  Inspector Horner will confirm the date as soon as possible.

2010/78 (W&T)
SPECIAL PROJECT – KEIGHLEY CIVIC CENTRE [FORMER POLICE STATION].  COMMENT AND OBSERVATIONS REQUESTED FROM MEMBERS.

Further to discussions at the recent Town Council meeting, members stated their ideas and views regarding the proposed Keighley Civic Centre in the former Police Station.  Members were entirely positive in their comments, with no dissent whatsoever.  It was felt that this was an excellent idea and important that buildings are retained and brought back to use.  It was also felt to be crucial that this project is taken on by the Town Council and no other Council or agency.

The importance of a Police & Community Contact Point being located in this building was stressed.  It was felt that Town Centre PCs and PCSOs should be based in the building, as members of the public, particularly the elderly and vulnerable are reluctant to report incidents at the new Royd Ings Station, due to its location.

Members stressed that full facts should be obtained to ensure that the building is cost effective.  Suggestions for achieving sustainability and guaranteed income were the use of the former police cells for filming, or even the cells being leased back for use by the police, which would ensure that the building was permanently occupied.  It was suggest that weddings would provide a lot of revenue, however the wedding room would need to kept in immaculate condition and an area should be provided for photographs.  It was also suggested that the basement of the building be utilised for parking to encourage usage of the facilities.

Potential match funding for a proposed Police & Community Contact Point was discussed.  Councillor Mitchell explained that PCSO Burnside whose post was part-funded by the Committee, has now moved on to become a Police Constable.

Proposed by Councillor Westerman,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That £8,100 previously committed as a contribution to a Police Community Support Officer, be now ring-fenced for Special Projects.

2010/79 (W&T)
JUNCTION ISSUES AT SHOWFIELD AND BEECHCLIFFE

Councillor Hussain highlighted concerns raised by Showfield residents regarding problems exiting East Avenue to Skipton Road.  It was explained that parked cars near to the junction makes this particularly dangerous and there has been some recent accidents.  Councillor Ahmed explained that many of the junctions on Skipton Road are difficult and dangerous.

Councillor Hussain explained that he has also received complaints regarding motorists using Arctic Street as a rat run to the Cliffe Castle roundabout and travelling at dangerous speeds.

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,




Seconded by Councillor Hussain, and 




RESOLVED

That a Highways Officer be asked to attend a site visit to assess the junction issues at Showfield and Beechcliffe, and consider ways forward.  Also, that Civil Enforcement Parking Officers, be asked to enforce illegal and inappropriate parking on Skipton Road.

2010/80 (W&T)
TO RECEIVE REQUEST FROM MORTON VILLAGE SOCIETY FOR NEIGHBOURHOOD SIGN

Councillor Mitchell explained that formal correspondence is yet to be received, for consideration.

2010/81 (W&T)
TO NOTE LETTER FROM HIGHWAYS RE OAKWORTH 20MPH LIMIT

Councillor Mitchell circulated a letter received from Highways Officer David Trick, stating that the proposed extension to the 20mph speed limit in Oakworth could not be extended due to the funding implications.  It was explained that Highways Officers have always been under the impression that the request for a 20mph speed limit was for Oakworth Village Centre, not the entirety of Oakworth Village.

Proposed by Councillor Westerman,

Seconded by Councillor Zaman, and 

RESOLVED

That a response be sent to Mr Trick, stating the Committee wholeheartedly supports the residents of Oakworth in their request for the proposed 20mph zone to be extended to cover the whole village.  A specific request also to be made for Clough Lane to be removed from the proposals and the Dockroyd Lane Loop to be extended.

Having declared an interest, Councillor Mitchell abstained from voting on this matter.

2010/82 (W&T)
TO RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TRAFFIC [ADVISORY] PANEL OF 19 MAY 2010

Councillor Mitchell talked through the key recommendations of this meeting, the notes having been previously circulated to members.  

Proposed by Councillor Zaman,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That the recommendations of the Traffic [Advisory] Panel be noted and a letter of thanks and appreciation be sent to the Panel in recognition of their efforts.

2010/83 (W&T)
TO NOTE BRIEFING NOTE RE EAST PARADE GAS PIPELINE REPAIRS

Councillor Mitchell circulated this briefing note for consideration, it was explained that Northern Gas Networks will begin essential works in late July.  The temporary traffic scheme will include the following changes:

· Worth Way – one way southbound from Coney Lane to Hanover Street.

· Hanover Street – one way northbound from Worth Way to Cavendish Street.

· Cavendish Street – one way eastbound from Hanover Street to Bradford Road.

Councillor Mitchell explained that this temporary arrangement is being seen as a test to establish if such changes could help to reduce the traffic congestion problems in Keighley Town Centre.  The results will be closely monitored.

2010/84 (W&T)
COACH STOPS UPDATE

Councillor Mitchell explained that a coach stop is now in place on Bradford Road outside ASDA.  Keighley & Worth Valley Railway and the Confederation for Passenger Transport are now advising tour operators to use this stop rather than stopping outside Keighley Railway Station.

2010/85 (W&T)
DEVOLUTION OF COUNCIL POWERS – MEMBERS TO CONSIDER

Concern was expressed that this matter could not be fully considered or progressed until the Town Council gains the right to use the Power of Wellbeing.  It was requested that the Town Clerk be asked to provide information on which Members are yet to undertake the Power of Wellbeing training as this is a very important issue.

Proposed by Councillor Zaman,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That the question of Power of Wellbeing be placed on the agenda for consideration at the next Town Council meeting.

2010/86 (W&T)
TO NOTE MONITORING STATEMENT

Monitoring Statement noted.

2010/87 (W&T)
BUS SERVICE TO BRADFORD ROYAL INFIRMARY

Proposed by Councillor Zaman,




Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 




RESOLVED

Further to discussions at the recent Town Council Meeting, Councillor Westerman should speak to Councillor Beale to establish if he would like the Committee’s assistance to address this matter or if he is happy to continue to progress the matter individually.

2010/88 (W&T)
SIGNS ON SCOTT STREET CLOSE TO BLIND CENTRE

Councillor Brooksbank requested that this matter be reconsidered by the new Committee.  Councillor Mitchell explained that the matter had been left in the hands of the Area Co-ordinator.

Proposed by Councillor Brooksbank,




Seconded by Councillor Zaman, and 




RESOLVED

That Councillor Mitchell raise the matter of signs by the Blind Centre on Scott Street, with the Area Co-ordinator.
2010/89 (W&T)
MOBILE ADVERTISING TRAILERS

Councillor Mitchell explained that Councillor Rhodes had brought this matter to his attention, as trailers are increasingly appearing around town and are a distraction to drivers.  Planning Enforcement Officers have confirmed that this is illegal, although the matter is to be enforced by Highways Officers.

Proposed by Councillor Ali,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That concerns regarding the dangers of mobile advertising trailers be raised with Highways Officers and appropriate action be requested.

2010/90 (W&T)
BAR LANE RIDDLESDEN

Councillor Westerman explained that Councillor A Walker has contacted him to express concern regarding proposals to implement temporary double yellow lines on Bar Lane during work on the canal swing bridge.  Her concern was noted however it was pointed out that no formal notification has been received from Highways.

2010/91 (W&T)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee to be held on Monday 12 July 2010 in the Council Chamber.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.58pm.
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