MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE WATCH & TRANSPORT COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 6.30PM.

2010/107 (W&T)
PRESENT
Councillors Mitchell [Chair], Ahmed, Akhtar, Ali (from 7.15pm), Brooksbank, Hussain, Roberts and Westerman.

Inspector Wayne Horner – West Yorkshire Police.

Claire Cook – Minute Secretary.

2010/108 (W&T)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Zaman.

2010/109 (W&T)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.

2010/110 (W&T)
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Akhtar, and 




RESOLVED


That the Minutes of the meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee held on 12 July 2010 be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

2010/111 (W&T)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING:
(i) Request to Area Committee for traffic calming at Ingrow Lane.  A report has gone to Area Committee and Councillor Ali is involved in discussions around funding.

(ii) Further requests to Highways for on-site meeting at Beechcliffe and Utley.

(iii) Letter to Highways accepting 20mph speed limit throughout Oakworth.

(iv) Requests made to Traffic (Advisory) Panel to monitor one-way traffic flow.

(v) Further requests made of Area Committee Office regarding Grit Bins.

It was noted that it has been 12 months since funding was offered to the Area Committee.  Councillor Ali reported that the matter was on the next Area Committee agenda.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts, 

Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 

RESOLVED

That Councillor Mitchell attends the next Area Committee meeting to raise the matter and request immediate action.

(vi) Further correspondence with Metro Officer regarding coach stops.

(vii) Requests for clarification of rail travellers’ use of Campus car park made to Northern Rail and Metro and Keighley Campus.
(viii) Response to comments on traffic issues from Miss Barbara Varley.   (Circulated for information).

2010/112 (W&T)
POLICE REPORT
Inspector Horner reported that there had been two robberies in July/August, two people had been charged, one on police bail.

Crime figures for July:

Burglary
Central Ward
6


East Ward
6


West Ward
2

Theft of vehicles
Central Ward
3


East Ward
1


West Ward
4

Theft from vehicles
Central Ward
3


East Ward
1


West Ward
6

Shoplifting
Central Ward
25

Crime figures for August:

Burglary
Central Ward
4


East Ward
2


West Ward
9

Theft of vehicles
Central Ward
0


East Ward
0


West Ward
3

Theft from vehicles
Central Ward
4


East Ward
2


West Ward
4

Shoplifting
Central Ward
23

A speed watch at primary schools took place at the start of the new term.  This week is the European Seatbelt Campaign and the police are involved in raising awareness as well as tackling offences.

Neighbourhood Policing: The national target has been abolished but West Yorkshire Police will continue their current activities.  The Policing Pledge has also been abolished but West Yorkshire Police will continue to focus on the principles of listening to local issues and providing appropriate feedback.

Airedale House Open Day:  The event was very successful with positive feedback from visitors.  It is planned to repeat the event next year.  

Anti-social Behaviour Orders: Some success has been achieved in Ingrow, issues within the Town Centre are ongoing and patrols will be supplemented with Police Officers. From October street-based teams will be engaging with people on Friday / Saturday nights.

Councillor Mitchell advised that comments on Policing within the Town Plan are generally positive.  He invited consideration of the Town Plan and asked for responses at the next meeting. The Committee offered thanks and praise following the policing of recent events in Bradford.  

Proposed by Councillor Roberts, 

Seconded by Councillor Ahmed, and 

RESOLVED

That if required to progress negotiations on the former Police Station, the Chairman should join a delegation to the Chief Constable.

2010/113 (W&T)
WEST YORKSHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY DOCUMENT – POLICING IN THE 21ST CENTURY


The document asked for comment on a Police Commissioner rather than a Police Authority.  The Committee had requested greater clarity.  Personal thoughts were gratefully received from Chief Superintendent Kennedy, although Members did not feel able to make a recommendation on the proposals.

2010/114 (W&T)
BEHAVIOURAL ISSUES AT OAKBANK SKATE PARK

Councillor Roberts advised that anti-social behaviour is taking place at the Skate Park especially on Friday nights.  Calls have been made to the Police on this matter.  Inspector Horner advised that Youth Service had been involved but youths do not want to attend the Community Centre.  A six week operation is planned and he will report at the next meeting.

2010/115 (W&T)
PARKING ISSUES AT KEIGHLEY STATION

Forecourt:- A ruling had been requested of British Transport Police regarding the disabled bays as there is no signage.  BTP had now confirmed that they are all-day parking bays.

Coach stops:- It was reported that some firms are not using the new stops.  Keighley & Worth Valley Railway has confirmed that it advises all coach companies to use the new stops.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts, 

Seconded by Councillor Hussain, and 

RESOLVED

That the Clerk write to coach companies seen to be using the service bus stop outside the station, requesting diplomatically that they should use the new coach stops.

LCC Campus car park:- 66 spaces were promised for rail users.  The College has advised that Metro has not yet signed the lease and so the gate to platform 1 remains locked.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts, 

Seconded by Councillor Ali, and 

RESOLVED

That the Clerk write to Metro to remind of the public promise of an additional 66 spaces for rail users.

2010/116 (W&T)
LAW CONCERNING PARKING FOR DISABLED PEOPLE

Councillor Brooksbank reported on issues around paying to park in disabled bays at the Excel car park on Cavendish Street.  Councillor Brooksbank felt that the current signage was inadequate and that the Council should lobby the government to change the law allowing private companies to charge for disabled parking.

Proposed by Councillor Ali, 

Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 

RESOLVED
That the Clerk write to Excel to request that as disabled bays can currently be charged, they should be marked as such.

Proposed by Councillor Ali, 

Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 

RESOLVED
That the Council should lobby the Member for Keighley to request a change in the law which currently allows private companies to charge a fee for the use of disabled spaces.

2010/117 (W&T)
WORK ON GRANBY LANE CANAL BRIDGE

It was confirmed that District Members were dealing with this matter. Councillor Westerman advised that he had investigated as Ward Councillor and had obtained a letter issued to residents in May which had advised that the works would last up to 12 weeks (to 22 October) and listed the reasons why they were taking place. The Committee agreed that there was no further action which could usefully be taken at this time. Councillor Westerman, as Ward Councillor, will monitor the situation.  

2010/118 (W&T)
REQUEST FROM CIVIL PARKING ENFORCEMENT SERVICE

This matter had been referred to Finance and then on to Strategy & Policy which advised that this was a matter of double taxation, and that as a Health & Safety issue, was the responsibility of the Principle Authority.  Thanks were offered to the Strategy & Policy Committee.

2010/119 (W&T)
TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE JOINT TRANSPORT COMMITTEE HELD ON 28 JULY 2010

Proposed by Councillor Roberts, 

Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 

RESOLVED
That the minutes of the Joint Transport Committee held on 28 July 2010 be approved as a true record of the proceedings.

The Parry People Mover had been viewed and it was possible that the JTC would request a trial on the KWVR.  

The Member for Keighley had assured his support for a Community Rail service and will lobby the relevant Ministers.

A weight limit is being requested on the road from ‘Two Laws’ to Haworth.  The Committee agreed that should this be achieved, a similar limit be sought from ‘Two Laws’ to Oakworth as this is the alternative route for heavy vehicles.

2010/120 (W&T)
TO CONSIDER THE GOVERNMENT ‘SPENDING CHALLENGE’

The document was noted. 

2010/121 (W&T)
TO NOTE APPLICATION FOR NEW PREMISES LICENCE AT INGROW & HERMIT HOLE CONSERVATIVE CLUB

The application was noted.

2010/122 (W&T)
DRAFT STRUCTURAL REFORM PLAN FOR HOME OFFICE & MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

The document was noted.

2010/123 (W&T)
ANY OTHER RELEVANT BUSINESS

Councillor Mitchell had been asked by a member of the public for action against wagons emitting a noxious smell, which appeared to be carrying carcasses, passing through the Town Centre.  Councillor Mitchell to speak with Environmental Health on the matter.

2010/106 (W&T)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee to be held on Monday 11 October 2010 in the Council Chamber.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45pm.
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