MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE WATCH & TRANSPORT COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 11 OCTOBER 2010 AT 6.30PM.

2010/107  (W&T)
PRESENT
Councillors Mitchell [Chair] and Councillors Ahmed, Akhtar, Ali [from 7.20pm], Brooksbank [from 6.35pm], Hussain, Roberts and Zaman [from 6.40pm].

Observing:  Councillor Baxandall.

Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.

In attendance:  Inspector Horner

2010/108 (W&T)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Wilson.

2010/109 (W&T)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None brought forward.

2010/110 (W&T)
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Ahmed, and 




RESOLVED


That the Minutes of the meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee held on 13 September 2010 be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

2010/111 (W&T)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING:
(i) Area Committee Meeting attended re grit bins.

(ii) Further correspondence with Metro, KWVR and the Confederation of Passenger Transport regarding coach stops.

Noted that a 3rd Coach Stop is now in place in North Street, opposite the Star Public House. Correspondence with Metro and LCC Keighley Campus regarding ‘rail travellers’ use of Campus Car Park.

Councillor Mitchell explained that he been assured this is being resolved as a matter of urgency.
(iii) Work on Granby Lane Canal Bridge monitored by the Deputy Mayor.

The work is now completed.

(iv) Action taken in relation to noxious smelling lorries.

In response to complaints received, Councillor Mitchell had contacted Environmental Health.  It has been confirmed that the vehicles concerned are travelling to rendering plants in Thornton and Queensbury, and a Planning Appeal is pending regarding these premises. Officers are also currently considering legislation in relation to the sealing of these vehicles.  It appears a Protest Group has been established regarding this matter.

2010/112 (W&T)
POLICE REPORT

Inspector Horner addressed the meeting, highlighting the following recent crime statistics:

	Ward
	Central
	East
	West

	Robberies
	0
	0
	0

	Burglary – Dwelling
	4
	3
	6

	Theft of a motor vehicle
	2
	1
	1

	Theft from motor vehicle
	14
	5
	3

	Shoplifting
	18
	
	


Inspector Horner reported on action being taken to address these crimes and current detection rates.  Councillor Zaman expressed his thanks to Inspector Horner for the level of policing received during the month of Ramadan.  Thanks should be passed to Sergeant Ditta for his efforts on this matter.

Inspector Horner said he was pleased to receive a copy of the Keighley Town Plan, which provides valuable and mostly positive feedback.  This will be used as a contribution when setting local priorities.  He explained that the main priorities listed in the Plan: Youth, Drugs, Road Safety and Town Centre presence of Police were no surprise and all are issues currently being addressed.

Inspector Horner highlighted the WREN Grant Scheme, which provides funding for Community Facilities.  It was agreed that information regarding this fund should be forwarded to the General Purposes Committee.

In response to concerns regarding anti-social behaviour at the Oakbank Skate Park, Inspector Horner reported an ongoing 6 week operation.  A decision has been taken by Oakbank School will lock the Skate Park between 6.30pm and 8.00am on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.  Inspector Horner explained that the main problems appear to be on a Friday evening.  Interventions are currently ongoing with the young people involved and their parents.  The Police are conscious of possible displacement issues and are seeking to address the wider problem.  A meeting is planned with Keighley’s Senior Manager for Integrated Youth Services.  Councillor Roberts expressed her thanks for the efforts undertaken by the Police in her ward.  She stated that very positive feedback had been received from members of the public.

An update was provided on the conclusion of the recent trial relating to the fatal house fire at Kinara Close.  Another trial is ongoing at Bradford Crown Court on an attempted murder in the Belgrave Road area.

Councillor Westerman requested that two PCSOs be in attendance outside the Drill Hall on Remembrance Sunday.

2010/113 (W&T)
TO CONSIDER ITEM 17 FROM OCTOBER COUNCIL AGENDA

This item resulted from the wording of an agenda item at the recent Town Council Meeting.

Inspector Horner explained that he had contacted Councillor B. Hudson in response to the concern raised.  Inspector Horner said he was not aware of any major issues, but crime prevention visits were undertaken on Bronte Drive and crime prevention resources were distributed.  It is believed that isolated instances of criminal damage were behind the concern raised, and it was explained that these issues have now been dealt with. Inspector Horner was thanked for his prompt response to Cllr B. Hudson’s concerns. Councillor Zaman commented that he was very happy with the level of policing in his ward.

2010/114 (W&T)
TO NOTE HERMIT HOLE, DAMEMS LANE – BURR WALL RECONSTRUCTION

The proposed works were noted, particularly the intention to retain two-way traffic throughout the reconstruction.

2010/115 (W&T)
TO CONSIDER PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO EXISTING WAITING RESTRICTIONS AT LIDGET, KEIGHLEY ROAD, OAKWORTH

The proposed amendments were noted.  Councillor Mitchell outlined his view as Ward Councillor, that the extended waiting time was realistically reflective of the current parking situation and was not likely to cause any additional problems.

2010/116 (W&T)
TO NOTE PROPOSED CHANGES TO WAITING/PARKING RESTRICTIONS IN HEBER STREET

It was noted that changes are likely in this area, although no specific detail was brought forward.

2010/117 (W&T)
FOLLOW UP ON PARKING FOR DISABLED PEOPLE

It was agreed that Councillor Mitchell would pursue this matter, as discussed at the last meeting, now that he is in receipt of the appropriate contacts.

Councillor Brooksbank agreed to speak to the Deputy Clerk regarding information on parking for Disabled People on the Town Council Website.  It was agreed that indication should be made on the website that disabled people are liable for payment in the Excel Car Park.

2010/118 (W&T)
UPDATE ON PARKING ISSUES AT KEIGHLEY RAILWAY STATION

Councillor Mitchell explained that he has received assurance that LCC Keighley Campus, Metro and BMDC are all now in ongoing discussion regarding the opening of the Campus car park to rail users.  Surprise was expressed that Keighley East Ward Councillors were not aware of this issue until it was raised by The Watch & Transport Committee.

2010/119 (W&T)
UPDATE ON GRIT BINS

Councillor Mitchell reported on having attended the September meeting of Keighley Area Committee to express concern that it is now 12 months since funding was committed for the additional grit bins.  Highways Officer Keith Escritt had assured Area Committee Members that the bins will be in place by 1 November.  Councillor Ali agreed to pursue this with officers.

Details of grit bin arrangements received from the Area Co-ordinator earlier in the day, had in fact been agreed with District Councillor Glen Miller and Officer Rebecca Truman some 6 months previously.

2010/120 (W&T)
UPDATE ON GRANBY LANE CANAL BRIDGE

Councillor Westerman explained that the work on this bridge was recently completed, almost 3 weeks ahead of schedule.

2010/121 (W&T)
TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE JOINT TRANSPORT COMMITTEE HELD ON 22 SEPTEMBER 2010

Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 




RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Joint Transport Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 22 September 2010, be accepted.

Councillor Mitchell explained that Haworth, Cross Roads & Stanbury Parish Council has recently submitted a requested to BMDC Highways, that a 7.5 tonne weight limited be implemented on the road from Haworth via Stanbury to Laneshawbridge.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Hussain, and 




RESOLVED


That a request be made to BMDC’s Highways for a 7.5 tonne weight limit to be implemented on the road from Oakworth via Two Laws to Laneshawbridge.

2010/122 (W&T)
TO NOTE APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF PREMISES AT MORRISONS, WORTH WAY, KEIGHLEY

Application noted.

2010/123 (W&T)
TO NOTE MONITORING STATEMENT

Monitoring Statement noted.  It was pointed out that the £500 ring-fenced for ‘coach stops’ would not be required for this purpose and should be returned to the Committee general budget.

2010/124 (W&T)
WOODHOUSE ROAD HIGHWAYS ISSUES

Members expressed concern regarding an allegation made at the Town Council Meeting held on Thursday 7 October, that 4 Members of The Watch & Transport Committee had attended a Planning Committee meeting to influence a planning decision.

It was pointed out that the 4 Members in question are appointed by Council to both committees and as such are free to express their opinions on both committees.  

The Woodhouse Road highways issue which The Watch & Transport Committee had earlier debated and resolved had been referred formally to the Town Council by BMDC Highways Officers, and as such, it was entirely within the remit of The Watch & Transport Committee.

2010/125 (W&T)
OCCUPATION LANE AND CAMBOURNE WAY

Councillor Mitchell reported on having received correspondence from a member of the public, regarding signage in this area.  It was agreed that clarification was required on which Committee should be addressing the issues raised.

Proposed by Councillor Ali,




Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 




RESOLVED


That this matter should be referred for consideration by the Planning Committee.

2010/126 (W&T)
UPDATE ON TRAFFIC ISSUES AT THE JUNCTION OF ARTIC STREET AND SKIPTON ROAD

Councillor Ali explained that this matter is currently in the hands of Highways Officer Bruce Andrews, who is preparing a report on the issue.  Councillor Ali agreed to pursue progress on this matter with some vigour.

2010/127 (W&T)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee to be held on Monday 8 November 2010 in the Council Chamber.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pm.
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