NOTES OF A MEETING OF THE TRAFFIC (ADVISORY) PANEL OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON WEDNESDAY 28 OCTOBER 2009 AT 6.00PM.

2009/13 (TAdPI)
PRESENT

Mr. R. Revill (Transdev Blazefield) – [Chair], Mr. N. Lajszczuk (Eye 4 Design), Mr. G. Brooksbank (Reid’s Bookshop), Mr. K. Roebuck (Transdev Keighley & District), Mr. A Taylor (Bradford Metropolitan District Council), Mr. A. Rashid (Bradford Metropolitan District Council), Mr. A Goater (Public), Mr. L. Goater (Public), Mr. T. Halstead (Public), Ms. J Thomas (Public) and Councillors J. Brooksbank and Mitchell.

Claire White – Notes Secretary

2009/14 (TAdPI)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Sergeant P. Richardson (Keighley Police), Mr M. Hoddy (Keighley News), Mr. P. Smith (Town Centre Manager), Mr. J. Padgett (KIDA) and Mr. M. Walker (Public).
2009/15 (TAdPI)
TO NOTE THE NOTES OF THE MEETING OF TUESDAY 2 JUNE 2009

The notes of the previous meeting were accepted as a correct record of the meeting, with the addition to 2009/9 (TAdPl) of Mr. T. Halstead.

2009/16 (TAdPI)
TO ASSESS THE CURRENT TRAFFIC FLOW SITUATION IN THE TOWN CENTRE FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF THE BRADFORD ROAD/STATION BRIDGE NEW WORKS

It was agreed that the changes have resulted in a vast improvement especially the removal of the crossing.  It was noted that traffic on Parkwood Street has improved but there is still congestion during the evening rush hour. It was agreed that the removal of the priority passes entirely would be welcomed.  It was reported that Asda is only getting 50% of the people through the doors they expected so impact on traffic if this increases may be an issue.
2009/17 (TAdPI)
TO HEAR COMMENT FROM THE SENIOR TRANSPORT PLANNER ON THE REMOVAL OF THROUGH TRAFFIC FROM CAVENDISH STREET AND THE ‘SHORT SECTION ONE-WAY’ CLOCKWISE TRAFFIC FLOW SYSTEM AS PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED BY THE PANEL

A map of the one way system proposed at the end of the last panel meeting was tabled, along with one including amendments then proposed by the Watch & Transport Committee.  Mr. A. Rashid of Bradford Metropolitan Council modelled traffic flow using the proposed one way sections of road.  The model uses data from 2003 and there was concern that this would not accurately reflect current traffic levels in Keighley.  The model showed that during the morning peak traffic was worse on both Hard Ings and Bradford Road and increased traffic through the ‘rat runs’, though it does ease Cavendish Street and North Street.  It was confirmed that Hard Ings is due to be made into a dual carriageway but this would be unlikely before 2014/15, a plan to make two lanes westbound and ban the right turn in Lawkholme Lane is likely within six months as an interim measure. The joining of Royd Ings to the dual carriageway was considered but the cost of engineering to deal with the gradient issues ruled it out.

During the evening peak Hard Ings is better but still increasing – overall there are more increases than decreases.  The impact of the opening of Keighley College and the Bradford Road improvements also need to be taken into consideration.  Mr. Rashid agreed that more work needed to be done with the model e.g. update demand matrix based on current traffic flow, and Keighley College, but advised that updated software was being procured which will help.

It was asked whether the portfolio holder was keen to support traffic improvements in Keighley.  Mr. Rashid advised that he did could not comment politically but that he and his managers were very keen.  

2009/18 (TAdPI)
TO CONSIDER A WAY FORWARD

It was noted that as monies from Bradford Council was unlikely in the near future to turn Hard Ings into a dual carriageway it would be helpful to consider low cost but effective improvements.  The Panel agreed that they would still wish to pursue a one way system of sorts and it was agreed that Mr. Rashid should model a system including a section of one way on East Parade to the end of Hanover Street.

Councillor Mitchell agreed to liaise with Highways to arrange a further meeting in January 2010, by which time the model will have been updated to include up to date traffic flows, and the additional model mapped.

The Chairman thanked the Planners from Highways for attending. 

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.00pm.
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