	MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY 
ON THURSDAY 12 JANUARY 2012 AT 6:30 PM



	2012/20
(TC)
	PRESENT 
Councillor A Wright [Chairman] and Councillors Baxandall, Brooksbank, Choudhry [to 8.40pm], Corkindale [to 8.20pm], B Hudson, M Hudson, Metcalf, Mitchell, Simpkin, Roberts, S Walker, Ward, Westerman and Zaman.
District Councillors Dredge, Green, Lee and Smithies.
Alan Parry – Special Projects Co-ordinator.
Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.
Two members of the public,

	2012/21
(TC)
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors S Ahmed and Akhtar.


	2012/22
(TC)
	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Nothing brought forward.


	2012/23
(TC)
	ADDRESS BY COUNCILLOR DAVID GREEN, PORTFOLIO HOLDER FOR REGENERATION ON THE ‘REGENERATION OF KEIGHLEY AND THE LDF’
District Councillor Green introduced himself to the meeting and thanked the Town Council for the opportunity to attend.  District Councillor Green urged the Town Council to be aware of regeneration throughout the District as well as concentrating on developments in the town itself.  The importance of the town’s connectivity to other parts of the Bradford District and beyond was highlighted.  District Councillor Green outlined his view that two way communication between Bradford MDC and Keighley Town Council, is very important.

District Councillor Green explained that his priority as Bradford MDC’s Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, is to get people across the District into work.  He is also keen to ensure that local people have the skills and abilities to take on location jobs to avoid the need for importing labour.  It was explained that National Government cut a lot of grants to Bradford MDC in June 2011, therefore the Council is now concentrating on the delivery of projects, which will bring prospects to the District.  As part of this agenda District Councillor Green is currently discussing the prospect of bringing Departments together with the Portfolio Holder for Education, to ensure that young people are receiving the correct careers advice regarding the reality of the economic world.

In terms of regeneration in Keighley, it was explained that Bradford MDC has always fully supported Central Hall and this project is now viewed as great success, which the Council is very proud to be part of.  Bradford MDC also continues to support the private sector driven Airedale Masterplan Board.
Issues to be addressed in coming months are the future of the former Keighley College building.  It was explained the reality of the situation is that demolition has been identified as the cheapest option, the building is in a very poor state of repair, requiring serious investment which would not make it financially viable.  It was explained that the building is currently costing Bradford MDC approximately £180,000 per year to maintain, which is not sustainable.  No end user has currently been identified but it is felt that a cleared site will attract much more interest.  In the meantime the Council will be considering all options for short term use of the site, such as a car park or public open space.  District Councillor Green provided reassurance that the Town Council and Keighley District Councillors would be fully consulted as soon as timescales are identified.


	2012/24
(TC)
	QUESTION AND ANSWERS
In terms of the former College buildings, Councillor B Hudson explained that whilst accepting that the 60’s style building is in need of demolition, it is felt that the architectural benefits of the old building are not being acknowledged.  Councillor B Hudson queried why this older building had been recently declassified from Grade 2.  District Councillor Green explained that this is due to fire damage.  Concern was expressed that the former College site should not become a boarded up area in the centre of Keighley.  District Councillor Green provided reassurance that the Town Council and all other partners will be fully consulted on all options in relation to this site.  It was suggested that the site could potentially be used to provide a new surgery for the former Doctor Alim’s surgery.  Councillor Zaman queried whether the old building is fit for purpose and could have any sustainable future.

Regarding the ongoing consultation on the Local Development Framework Core Strategy, members ask if additional dwellings are to be developed in areas, which have previously suffered from flooding problems.  District Councillor Green explained that Bradford MDC will look to utilise local knowledge to find solutions to such issues.  In terms of affordable housing, it was explained that the figures for the number of houses to be developed are provided by Central Government and developers would be able to argue that Bradford MDC were going against guidelines, if these numbers were to be ignored.  It was suggested that current substandard and empty houses need to be brought up to standard and made habitable.  District Councillor Green explained that Bradford MDC has been identified as doing more to address this issue than many Local Authorities.  

Councillor S Walker suggested that elderly people living in large properties should be encouraged to downsize to smaller more manageable properties.  However, it was acknowledged that properties which these residents are currently likely to be offered are inadequate.  A discussion was had on how this matter could be addressed.  District Councillor Lee explained that this matter is being brought up with all planners.  Bradford’s Senior Citizen’s Consultant Group is currently considering social housing for the elderly.  It was explained that Horton Housing are currently working on such a project.  Councillor B Hudson highlighted a successful project in Sheffield.  
Councillor Westerman requested District Councillor Green’s views regarding the Town Council’s regeneration of the former Police Station.  District Councillor Green explained that the decision to develop the building was one taken independently by Keighley Town Council, which he hoped would prove to be a success for the town. The Mayor invited Councillor Green and all the District Councillors present to a tour of the New Civic Centre. Cllr Lee indicated she did not wish to ever visit the building
Councillor Mitchell sort District Councillor Green’s views regarding the potential for commuter services on the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway, between Keighley and Oxenhope.  District Councilllor Green explained that he has seen the report outlining these proposals and would acknowledge this as being a great idea in theory.  Bradford MDC would now want to go through this report in greater detail before meeting to discuss the best way to take this matter forward.

Mr Parry queried whether Bradford MDC has any plans to replace its former Business Development Unit, which provided a support unit for the private sector.  District Councillor Green explained that whilst this specific unit has been removed, the strategy has not been fragmented and Bradford MDC has always commissioned many of its services.  It was explained that Paul North and Andy Taylor are currently providing much of this support in the Keighley area.  Mr Parry also highlighted the lack of a working hub in Keighley, providing low economy start up for new business.

District Councillor Green was thanked for his attendance and input.



	2012/25
(TC)
	TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Town Council Meeting – Thursday 7 February 2012, 6.30pm in the Council Chamber.
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.50pm.
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