	MINUTES OF A MEETING OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON THURSDAY 1 DECEMBER 2011 AT 6:30 PM



	2011/208
(TC)
	PRESENT 
Councillor A Wright [Chairman] and Councillors A Ahmed, S Ahmed, Akhtar, Azad, Baxandall, Beale, Brooksbank, Choudhry, Corkindale, B Hudson, M Hudson, Lockley [to 7.35pm], Nazam [from 6.55pm to 7.30pm], Mitchell, Pedley, Philip, Simpkin, Stack, Roberts, Rogan, A Walker, S Walker, Westerman, J Wright and Zaman.
Debbie Spink – Deputy Town Clerk.
Alan Parry – Special Projects Co-ordinator.
Safia Kauser – Admin Assistant.
Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.
Mrs Nancy Holdsworth [to 6.45pm].

Kris Hopkins MP [from 6.55pm to 7.30pm].
Mr Albert Joyner and three members of the public [from 6.55pm].



	2011/209 (TC)


	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

Nothing brought forward.

	2011/210 (TC)
	TOWN MAYOR’S REMARKS 

Visits made during November:
· Leeds City College;
· Omar Khan;

· Holy Family School;

· Mayor’s Civic Sunday;

· Worth Valley Shopping Centre Presentation;

· Garden of Remembrance;

· Meeting re Olympic Programme;

· Parkwood Primary School at Cenotaph;

· Airedale Enterprise Services;

· Christmas Lights Switch On;

· LDF Infrastructure Meeting.

Visits made by Deputy Mayor:

· Songs of Praise Salvation Army;
· Worth Valley Shopping Centre Presentation;

· Service of Remembrance – Malsis School;

· Garden of Remembrance;

· Remembrance Sunday.



	2011/211
(TC)
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors Metcalf, Ward and Wilkinson.
District Councillors Dredge and Smithies.


	2011/212
(TC)
	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Nothing brought forward.


	2011/213
(TC)
	REPORTS FROM INVITED GUESTS

(a)

District Councillors

No District Councillors present.
(b)        Officers of Bradford Council

No officers present.
 
(c)        Police Officers 

No Police Officers present.
(d)        Other guests

            Mrs Nancy Holdsworth

Mrs Holdsworth attended the meeting as a member of Keighley Rotary Club.  It was explained that the Rotary Club is organizing a Festive Fun Trail to be held in Keighley Town Centre on Saturday 10 December, 12.00noon to 4.00pm.  The Trail has been organised to encourage visitors into the town and to provide a fun activity for the people of Keighley.  Participants will be asked to undertake a treasure hunt around the shops in the Town Centre, dressed as Santa.  Members were asked to support the event where possible.


	2011/214
(TC)


	MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL 

Proposed by Councillor Westerman,
Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 3 November 2011, with agreed amendments, be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.


	2011/215
(TC)


	MINUTES OF THE MANAGEMENT & STAFFING COMMITTEE 
Proposed by Councillor A Wright,

Seconded by Councillor S Walker, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee held on 17 October 2011 be accepted.
Proposed by Councillor Philip,

Seconded by Councillor S Walker, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee held on 21 November 2011 be accepted.

Councillor Lockley asked questions regarding arrangements for payment of the Special Project Officer’s salary.  It was agreed not appropriate to discuss this matter in any detail in a public meeting.  Councillor Lockley agreed to put his questions in writing to Councillor A Wright and the Responsible Financial Officer.



	2011/216
(TC)
	MINUTES OF THE ALLOTMENT & LANDSCAPES COMMITTEE

Proposed by Councillor S Walker,

Seconded by Councillor Baxandall, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Allotment & Landscapes Committee held on 7 November 2011 be accepted.



	2011/217
(TC)
	MINUTES OF PLANNING COMMITTEE

Proposed by Councillor B Hudson,

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 1 November 2011 be accepted.
Proposed by Councillor B Hudson,

Seconded by Councillor M Hudson, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 15 November 2011 be accepted.


	2011/218
(TC)
	MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Proposed by Councillor Philip,

Seconded by Councillor Pedley, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 9 November 2011 be accepted.


	2011/219
(TC)
	MINUTES OF THE WATCH & TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Watch & Transport Committee held on 14 November 2011 be accepted.


	2011/220
(TC)


	MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE

Proposed by Councillor A Walker, 

Seconded by Councillor Philip, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held on 10 November 2011 be accepted.


	2011/221
(TC)
	MINUTES OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE

Proposed by Councillor Brooksbank, 

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 26 October 2011 be accepted. 


	2011/222 (TC)
	MINUTES OF THE EVENTS COMMITTEE

It was noted that Councillor S Walker was not present at this meeting.

Proposed by Councillor Rogan, 

Seconded by Councillor S Ahmed, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the Events Committee held on 17 November 2011 with agreed amendments, be accepted. 


	2011/223
(TC)
	REPORTS FROM TOWN COUNCILLORS

Councillor Beale reported on having attended the Remembrance Service held in Riddlesden.  He explained that he was very well received and felt very proud and honoured to lay a wreath on the Town Council’s behalf.  Councillor Simpkin reported on having received a very positive response at the Remembrance Service held at Morton Shared Church.
Councillors Brooksbank and A Wright reported on having attended NALC’s Larger Councils Conference held in London.  It was explained that this was a very informative event with lots of interesting debate.  It was agreed that a written report on the Conference should be circulated to all.

Councillor Corkindale reported on having attended the Parish Council’s Liaison Pre Group Meeting.  It was explained that this group is hoping to formalize itself as the Local Councils Action Group.  It is hoped that by formalizising the group the parishes are recognized as a constituted body with a strong voice.  It would also mean that the group would be a consultee for consultations.  Councillor Brooksbank explained that YLCA have agreed to assist with the formalization of this group.

Councillor A Walker reported on having attended the Riddlesden St Mary’s Church Bazarre held on Saturday 19 November, this was a very well attended event.  


	2011/224
(TC)
	CORRESPONDENCE

Nothing brought forward.

	2011/225
(TC)


	TO FILL THE VACANCIES ON THE ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE FOLLOWING THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR ROBERTS
Councillor Brooksbank expressed an interest in joining the Allotments Committee.  It was agreed that the matter should be deferred for consideration at the next meeting.


	2011/226
(TC)
	TO PRESENT THE CITIZENSHIP AWARD TO MR ALBERT JOYNER
Kris Hopkins MP presented Mr Joyner with his Citizenship Award in recognition of considerable contribution to the community.  Mr Hopkins complimented the Town Council on providing such a lovely gift.  Mr Joyner expressed his thanks for the award, expressing his feelings of honour at receiving this.  Mr Joyner explained that he has enjoyed living in Keighley and helping out through various different organisations.


	2011/227
(TC)
	TO WELCOME KRIS HOPKINS MP
Mr Hopkins thanked the Town Council for the opportunity to attend the meeting and address the Council.  Mr Hopkins circulated a ‘Plain English Guide to the Localism Act’ for consideration and information.  The potential benefits of the Localism Act for Town and Parish Council’s was highlighted.  It was explained that this legislation provides a real opportunity for empowering local people.  However, Mr Hopkins explained that he is not in favour of the proposals for District Wide Elected Mayors and will be voting against these proposals.  Councillor A Wright explained that the Strategy & Policy Committee shares concerns regarding these specific proposals.
Mr Hopkins explained that he is keen to see money which is raised at a local level invested locally and urged the Town Council is consider what a new Council for the area might look like, once the new constituency boundaries are agreed.  Mr Hopkins stressed that the Council must consider the levels of responsibility which come with new powers.  Mr Hopkins congratulated the Council on the massive journey it has made and the huge steps forward.  However, it was pointed out that Keighley Town Council has a huge task to undertake in terms of changing public perception of the Council and ensuring credibility.
In response to questioning from Councillor Westerman, Mr Hopkins agreed to raise the question of insurance for mobility scooters with the appropriate minister.  Councillor Philip expressed concern regarding the amount of red tape involved in Government funding recently allocated to Keighley West ward.  Mr Hopkins explained that there is a need to think differently in terms of grant funding, due to the current financial climate.  Councillor Beale asked what plans the Government has to encourage investment in the country and its towns and cities, once the financial climate improves.  Mr Hopkins stressed the need for getting education right, ensuring the correct skills base and making communities safe in preparation for this.

Councillor A Wright expressed thanks and best wishes to Mr Hopkins, on the Town Council’s behalf.



	2011/228
(TC)
	TO NOTE THE ACCOUNTS PAID BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE DURING OCTOBER 2011
Accounts to noted at the next meeting.


	2011/229
(TC)
	TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

Nothing brought forward.



	2011/230
(TC)
	TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
Town Council Meeting – Thursday 5 January 2012, 6.30pm in the Council Chamber.
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 7.50pm.
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