MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 28 SEPTEMBER 2011 AT 6.00PM.

2011/85 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors Ward [Chair] and Brooksbank, Corkindale, Metcalf, Simpkin, and A Wright.
Councillor Mitchell – Attending under Standing Order 52B.

Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk


Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2011/86 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillor S Walker.
2011/87 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
No disclosures of interest were declared in the matters under discussion.
2011/88 (SP)
MINUTES

2011/73 (762/2 & 763/12) – Councillor Brooksbank advised that she and the Clerk had not met, but spoken on the phone and will discuss a way to progress the matter.
Proposed by Councillor Simpkin, 


Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 27 July 2011 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2011/89 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UPDATE
· DIS – Issues 764, 766 and 767
767/12 – It was agreed that the item on towns facing a fight for customers was relevant to us.  It was noted that further information on the planned development for East Parade were due.
767/2 – Neighbourhood Plans were discussed.  It was agreed that the Chair of the Planning Committee, Councillor Ward and Councillor Corkindale would meet with Andrew Marshall to see if there is a way forward with this.  A briefing note on this matter was tabled.

767/11 – Rural Bus Services.  It was noted that there was currently a consultation ongoing in the bus station around services.

· To note items from the LCR magazine

It was noted that their views on participatory budgeting were very interesting and asked that the item was added to a future Finance Committee agenda.  It was noted that funds are set aside for community use through the Acorn funds and that this should be advertised more widely.
2011/90 (SP)
PARISH LIAISON REPORT
· Election Costs
Bradford Metropolitan District Council advised that they would pay 100% of the polling stations and 50% of all other costs for elections in which they were involved.  The Town Council would be responsible for 100% of costs of standalone elections.   It was advised that a standard print run of voting cards was 21,500 which was queried as the maximum needed in any ward would be 8,000.  Approximate costs by Councillor Corkindale were tabled.  It was queried why the Town Council would pay 50% of costs if there was Town, District and Parliamentary elections on the same day.  
It was agreed to share potential costs with other Councillors so they are aware when it is more costly to hold an election to make the best use of funds.  Thanks were passed to Councillor Corkindale for the report which would be an important aid for future budgeting.  

· District Planning Documents
It was advised that any funds for neighbourhood plans must come from the District Council’s planning budget and the District Council must decide where this is spent, Bradford Council representatives suggested the town council look to whether it could fund the plans itself (approximate cost £8,000).  
· Parish Liaison Pre-Group
The Committee were asked to consider whether this group should be formalised.  
2011/91 (SP)
BOUNDARY CHANGES
Following the government’s decision to reduce parliamentary seats by 50 revised constituency boundaries are being consulted.  Counter-proposals were brought by Councillors A Wright and Corkindale and discussed.  Councillor Brooksbank felt that the Boundary Commission would only listen to small changes and that the Worth Valley ward belonged with Keighley as the Worth Valley was a feeder to Airedale and fits geographically.  Councillor Mitchell agreed that Worth Valley should be with Keighley because of the unbroken urban development from Keighley to Oakworth, which in this matter should be considered a suburb of Keighley.   
There is to be a public meeting in Leeds on 13/14 October in Leeds, it was agreed that Councillors Corkindale and A Wright should represent the Town Council.  

Proposed by Councillor A Wright, 

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and 

RESOLVED

That Councillor Corkindale’s amendments to Councillor A Wright’s paper be accepted and included with Councillor Brooksbank comments around the Worth Valley – Airedale links, and put forward as the Town Council’s proposals to the Boundary Commission.  
2011/92 (SP)
STANDING ORDERS

The NALC Standing Orders as amended by the S&P Committee with the Legal Advisor’s contribution were discussed:
· 6 – agreed

· 7 – noted

· 25 – agreed

· 26 – agreed

· 29 – agreed

· 32 – amend to six in council or four in committee.

Proposed by Councillor Metcalf, 

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and 

RESOLVED
That the Standing Orders be accepted as amended.
The Clerk brought forward three amendments to standing orders for consideration which would be put to the next Council meeting.  To ensure the efficient and effective management of the Council’s business which includes everything referred to her the Clerk drew the Committee’s attention to the proposals.
The following amendments/additions to the Standing Orders were proposed by Councillor Morris and seconded by Councillor Beal:
1. That no Committee can discuss the remit items assigned to another committee without express permission of the relevant committee unless it has been authorised to do so by full Council.

It was agreed that if a Committee feels that an item on another Committee’s remit would be better placed on another remit then that was not a problem.  It was the Council that approved the remits for all the Committees.
Proposed by Councillor Brooksband, 

Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 

RESOLVED

That the addition not be accepted.
2. That no Councillor can be proposed or seconded to stand for Town or Deputy Mayor if they are subject to an ongoing police investigation or awaiting trial accused of a criminal offence.

It was pointed out that the Council does not have the power to  make a resolution about another Councillor and it was inappropriate to discuss the matter.  In such a situation it would be up to the Courts to deal with the situation.
Proposed by Councillor Wright, 

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and 

RESOLVED
That the addition be rejected on the grounds that it is up to the members of the Council to vote for a person.   

3. That 15 minutes be set aside at each full Council meeting for questions to be asked from one council member to another and that does not relate to an agenda item.

The Committee agreed that such a standing order would allow for members to ask vexascious questions of others and it was not in any event appropriate for questions to be asked on a matter that was not on the Agenda.  (c) contradicts (a) and (d) makes it all irrelevant anway.

Proposed by Councillor Metcalf,

Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 

RESOLVED

That the addition be rejected..
It was felt that additional wording should be included where for the selection of the Mayor and Deputy at the end of a four year term the Council should not pre-select for the position. 


2011/93 (SP)
MEET UP CAFÉ

Councillor Simpkin had looked into a similar scheme in Norfolk which is community point / volunteering one stop shop / training centre.  They received money for the project from the DCLG Inspiring Community funds.
Proposed by Councillor A Wright, 
Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 

RESOLVED

That Councillor Simpkin should gather more information and take the matter forward.
2011/94 (SP)      
PROTOCOLS BEING LOOKED AT
Deferred.
2011/95 (SP)

TOWN COUNCIL MAGAZINE

It was agreed that Councillor Brooksbank would speak to Mr Parry with regards the advertising revenue and the Town Clerk regarding content.
2011/96 (SP)
TO NOTE THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

The financial report was noted.
2011/97 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Gifts and Hospitality Policy;

· Anti Bribery Policy;

· Register of Member’s Interests
· Standing Orders
2011/98 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 26 October 2011 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.40pm.
Certified as a true copy:

…………………………..
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