MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 2 FEBRUARY 2011 AT 6.00PM.

2011/01 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors J Newton (Chair), Brooksbank [until 7.15pm], Rhodes, Ward and Zaman
Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk


Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2011/02 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillors Wright
2011/03 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.
2011/04 (SP)
MINUTES

Proposed by Councillor Ward, 


Seconded by Councillor Zaman, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 16 December 2010 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2011/05 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
Completion of New Homes Bonus Consultation

Completed and acknowledgment received.

Raising awareness and attracting new Councillors

The Town Clerk reported that two booklets had been drafted, one an information booklet on the Council and one on how to become a Councillor.  Prices for printing are being sourced.  The Committee reviewed both booklets and recommended changes.  The Town Clerk agreed to redraft, possibly into one document, and take forward.  Thanks were noted to Safia and the Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk.
2011/06 (SP)
CORRESPONDENCE BROUGHT FORWARD

Sustainable Communities Act


Memo and document tabled for consideration at a future meeting.

Copy letter re: Keighley Magistrates Court


A request has been received regarding Council’s feelings on some Keighley cases going to Skipton instead of Bradford.  Councillors advised that they felt all cases should go to one place, and that should be Bradford.  It was felt that many more transport services run to Bradford decreasing risks to the public.  


Ruralis & Communitask


The previously circulated letter was noted. 

E-Bulletin from County Association


Noted.
2011/07 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UPDATE
DIS Issues 749 & 750 were previously circulated.  
It was queried how much Bradford Council had made on parking since it was decriminalised.  The Town Clerk agreed to look into this under FOI.
2011/08 (SP)
LOCALISM IN ACTION


Localism Bill


No new information.


MP comments to Press


The Committee was asked whether it wanted to consider the implications of a move away from Bradford.  The Committee decided that no further action was necessary at present, but the Committee should keep a watching brief.

Town & Parish budgeting & timing of Principle Authority budget


Letter drafted by Councillor J Newton was tabled.  It was noted that Bradford had prepared a press release around budget delays. Bradford have confirmed that our budget must be submitted to them by 17th February, and that they cannot provide precise costs for elections in advance.  

Proposed by Councillor Ward,


Seconded by Councillor Zaman, and 


RESOLVED


That the letter, with corrections, be sent to NALC and the relative government departments.  
2011/09 (SP)
TO CONSIDER THE FORMAT OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
The Committee agreed that it should be a more relaxed format than previous meetings, and that refreshments should be limited to tea/coffee and biscuits.  Display boards will be available for the Committees.  The booklet to attract new members was tabled and amendments were discussed.   In addition to the Annual Town Meeting, there would be a stall available in the Airedale Centre 24 and 25 February, 3 and 4  March, to hand out the booklets and talk to prospective Councillors.  

2011/10 (SP)
STUDENT ADVISERS
Councillor Ward advised that she had been meeting with local schools and colleges with more planned over the next month.  Positive responses had been received to date.
2011/11 (SP)
TO CONSIDER A POLICY WITH REGARD TO DEALING WITH THE PRESS AND/OR OTHER MEDIA REFERRED TO IN STANDING ORDERS
Awaiting a response from the Legal Adviser.
2011/12 (SP)
STANDING ORDERS


Item deferred to the next meeting.
2011/13 (SP)
PROTOCOLS BEING LOOKED AT
Item deferred to the next meeting.
2011/14 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Press Policy
· Standing Orders

· Protocols:
Code of Practice in handling complaints

Dignity at work/bullying and harassment policy

2011/15 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 23 February 2011 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.30pm.
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