MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 29 SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 6.00PM 

2010/9123 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors J Newton (Chair), J Brooksbank (from 6.05pm), Rhodes, Wright and Wilson

In attendance under Standing Order 52B: Councillor Mitchell


Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk


Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2010/124 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillor Ward.

2010/125 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.

2010/126 (SP)
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 7 SEPTEMBER 2010


Proposed by Councillor Rhodes, 


Seconded by Councillor J Newton, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 7 September 2010 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2010/127 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING
· Provision of Court Services in North & West Yorkshire

Consultation completed and sent off.

· Local Referendums to Veto Excessive Council Tax increases

Consultation completed and sent off.

· Quality Council application

Collated and sent off for assessment.

· Town Plan circulated

A Steering Group meeting is to be arranged to discuss circulation to date and next steps.  The General Purposes Committee had discussed the actions resulting from the plan and agreed to review them and disseminate to Committees as appropriate.  

· Report to Watch & Transport Committee re Civil Enforcement Officers
The report had been sent to the Watch & Transport Committee, and was received with thanks.

· Student Advisors
It was reported that Management & Staffing had not discussed this at their last meeting due to a lack of time but will ensure the matter is discussed at the October meeting.

2010/128 (SP)
UPDATE ON ITEMS OUTSTANDING NOT OTHERWISE ON THE AGENDA

· Standing Orders
Will be dealt with shortly.

· Standards Committee
Councillor Mitchell advised that he was attending this meeting as a member of Bradford Council’s Standards Committee and circulated copies of a news release and article.  The matter for discussion was the proposed abolition of the Standards Board, local committees and code of conduct.  

Proposed by Councillor Wright,

Seconded by Councillor Rhodes, and 

RESOLVED

That the Council be asked to oppose the abolition of the local Standards Committees.

It was confirmed that the news release and article should be circulated with the resolution.

· Keighley Area Committee
Councillor Mitchell advised that he attended the Keighley Area Committee to discuss the matter of grit bins and met with some opposition to speak, which was resolved on the day.  The right to speak is in the Charter and it was agreed that the matter would be discussed at the Strategy & Policy Committee in October.

2010/129 (SP)
NEWSLETTER CIRCULATION & POSSIBLE INVOLVEMENT OF KEIGHLEY TOWN CENTRE ASSOCIATION

Councillor Wright advised that he had looked at the costs of combining the Council and Town Centre Association newsletters.  We currently fund the Town Centre Association’s newsletter.  There is a possible profit to be made from increased advertising.  We would retain editorial control.

Proposed by Councillor Rhodes, 

Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 

RESOLVED
That Mr. Parry continues with negotiations and submits a report to the Council via this Committee.

2010/130 (SP)
WEBSITE


It was reported that the Town Plan was now available on the website but some minutes and agendas were not loaded onto the site promptly; the Town Clerk will look into this.  It was suggested that some of the pages in development should have pictures included rather than blank spaces.  The redirection from the old site needs fixing, the Town Clerk will speak with the suppliers to resolve this.  It was noted that font size should always be DDA compliant.  

2010/131 (SP)
PROPOSED CLOSURE OF KEIGHLEY COURTS

It was reported that the consultation was responded to strongly, but it was felt that the matter should not be left there. Councillor Mitchell advised that the Watch & Transport Committee had not discussed the matter as yet so there was no Committee view, but personally he would encourage opposition to the closures. 

Proposed by Councillor Wright, 

Seconded by Councillor J Newton, and

RESOLVED
The Strategy & Policy Committee recommend that the Council oppose the closure of the courts and ask that a solution be found to keep both Keighley County and Magistrates courts in Airedale.

2010/132 (SP)
TO PUT IN PLACE PROTOCOLS

· Grievance Policy & Procedure
· Dignity at Work / Bullying & Harassment Policy
It was agreed that the Dignity at Work / Bullying & Harassment Policy and Code of Practice in Handling Complaints from Billinghurst Parish Council, and associated procedures, will be adapted for Keighley Council; then adopted and included as appropriate in the Standing Orders. To be taken forward by the Town Clerk and Councillors J Newton and Brooksbank.

Councillor Wright offered find a model for the grievance and disciplinary procedures.

2010/133 (SP)
ELECTIONS – REPORT FROM PARISH LIAISON

The Town Clerk reported that Sarah Kirk was not present at the meeting.  Representatives present spoke strongly for the need for a decision on election costs.  Councillor J Newton advised that she has been trying to identify the legislation that states costs must be received prior to elections.  NALC is fighting against local elections being stand alone next year.

2010/134 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UPDATE

DIS – issue 743 was circulated for discussion at the next meeting.

· DIS – Issue 742

742/09 (Street Events): Further information is available on the internet.  Councillor Rhodes to take to General Purposes and Events for further discussion.  

742/11 (Street Clutter): To send to Watch & Transport and Planning.

742/15 (Big Society / Planning): To be passed to the Planning Committee.

· The Rural Challenge
Councillor Rhodes reported that although Bradford is 2/3 rural it is often overlooked for rural grants, but also for grants for inner city development.  Councillor Rhodes will take to General Purposes to discuss this funding gap.

2010/135 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Keighley Area Committee

· Adoption of Town Plan by Area Committee

· Will Big Society work for local parish and town councils?

· Attracting new councillors

2010/136 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 27th October 2010 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.40pm.
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