MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON WEDNESDAY 27 JANUARY 2010 AT 6.00PM.

2010/01 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors Wright [Chair], Mitchell, Morris, J Newton, Ward and Wilson


Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk



Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2010/02 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Councillor Brooksbank
2010/03 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
No Disclosures of Interest in matters under consideration were declared.

2010/04 (SP)
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 25 NOVEMBER 2009
Proposed by Councillor Mitchell, 


Seconded by Councillor J Newton, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 25 November 2009 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2010/05 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING
· Town Council Magazine
It was noted that the deadline for the printer for the next edition of the magazine was 18th February 2010, and stories are still needed though most of the advertising has now been sold.  Dates for future editions were confirmed as follows:

Monday 1 March 2010

Monday 14 June 2010 

Monday 6 September 2010 

Monday 15 November 2010 

Monday 28 February 2011

The Town Clerk agreed to look into the payment process for Royal Mail in terms of booking all deliveries now.

· Town Plan
It was advised that the introduction has now been written and the other working groups are coming along well.  It was agreed that the areas the Council were not currently able to progress should also be included as Bradford Council may be able to include them in their plans. 
· Election Costs
The Town Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to Bradford Council regarding all Parishes being treated equally when it came to the cost of Elections but no response had been received to date.  The Town Clerk agreed to check the send date and follow up as appropriate. A brief discussion took place on the forthcoming By-Election in Riddlesden & Stockbridge and the  possibility of a further By-Election in Spring Gardens & Utley..
Proposed by Councillor J Newton, 

Seconded by Councillor Wright, and

RESOLVED
That the Town Council seek to lobby NALC through the YLCA regarding the vexatious use of the law to call referenda and elections. 

· Meeting with Suzanne Hemingway, the City Solicitor.
The Town Clerk confirmed that all the Parishes had been invited to attend a meeting to discuss how the Standards Committee could best work with the Parishes.  The meeting was to be held at the beginning of February and the Clerk would be meeting with the City Solicitor prior to this meeting to discuss Town Council issues.and concerns.

· Parish Liaison Meeting

The Town Clerk confirmed that she had requested that the Charter be placed on the next agenda.  The agenda when received  had ‘Liaison Arrangements’ added at the bottom.  Councillor Wright advised that he would request this be moved up the agenda at the meeting. It was noted that the document issued with the agenda was not the document that was signed by Keighley Town Council. The Clerk confirmed that the Charter should be reviewed biannually and the Liaison arrangements every year.  The Town Council Charter was therefore due for review this April.  

· Town Plan Funding
The Town Clerk confirmed that a letter regarding this had been sent to Area Committee but to date no response had been received and would be chased as appropriate.
It was noted that no response had yet been received regarding the FOI request issued to Bradford Council before Christmas.  It was suggested that dates of first and full response should be included at the bottom of any letters to Bradford Council as dictated by their policies.  It was also suggested that a list of letters and failure to meet policy driven response dates also be collated over time and a formal complaint then sent on to the Standards Committee.  
· Sustainable Communities Act Amendment
A response had been received from Ann Cryer to advise that she had signed the early day motion.
2010/06 (SP) 
QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS

It was agreed that the Town Clerk, Mayor and Councillor Wilson would go through this in detail.
2010/07 (SP)
VOLUNTEERING POLICY
It was agreed that the matter would be deferred until the Health & Safety protocol was finalised.
2010/08 (SP)
PROCEDURE FOR CHOOSING COMMITTEES
Last year’s procedure was circulated prior to the meeting.  It was agreed to add in the new committees, number of places available on each committee, a field entitled ‘reason for choice’, and that the Committee list would be alphabetised.  Copies of each Councillor’s form would be available when voting onto Committees.  The Mayor would remind all councillors at the April meeting that forms should be submitted in a timely manner. The Town Clerk will redraft the form and circulate to Committee members.
2010/09 (SP)
CODE OF PRACTICE FOR DEALING WITH COMPLAINTS
The Town Clerk conveyed apologies from Tony Kilner for the delay in reviewing this document., However additional guidance from ACAS required consideration when considering amendments to the document.
2010/10 (SP)
REVIEW OF POLICIES, PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES

Appendices C and D were discussed and amendments made.

Proposed by Councillor J Newton, 


Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 


RESOLVED

That the Town Council support regeneration projects within Keighley Parish wherever possible.
2010/11 (SP)
HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOL

The item was deferred to the next meeting.
2010/12 (SP)
MONITORING STATEMENT AS AT 16 DECEMBER 2009

The monitoring statement was noted.
2010/13 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Parish Charter

· Health & Safety Protocol

· Volunteering Policy 

· Code of Practice for dealing with complaints.
2010/14 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was altered to Wednesday 24th February 2010 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room as the Parish Liaison was to be held on the 17 February..  
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.15pm.
Certified as a true copy:

…………………………..
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