MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 24 NOVEMBER 2010 AT 6.00PM.

2010/9154 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors J Newton (Chair), J Brooksbank, Rhodes
and Ward
Attndg under SO 52 Councillor S. Walker


Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk


Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2010/155 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillor Wright.
2010/156 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.
2010/157 (SP)
MINUTES

Proposed by Councillor Ward, 


Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 27 October 2010 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising

2010/46 – Councillor Rhodes advised that at the South Pennine Branch meeting on 19th November the Power of General Competence to local councils was discussed.
2010/158 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING
· Provision of Court Services in North & West Yorkshire

The Town Clerk advised that she had received four responses from local councils offering support.
· Newsletter – Possible involvement of KTCA
Councillor Philip attended the KTCA Board meeting at which no decision was made regarding the association’s newsletter and it being part of the Town Council magazine.  The next newsletter will be distributed from 13 December.  The Committee agreed to create a community page and invite local groups to contribute.
· Appointment of Student Advisors
Two Committees have requested Councillor Ward attend their next meetings to answer some queries.  Positive feedback has been received from the Watch & Transport Committee but the Planning Committee did not feel that it could cope with Student Advisors in view of the large amount of plans they had to deal with..
· Localism & Town / Parish Councils
The response from Bob Neill MP was noted and thanks passed to Councillor J Newton.  The Committee agreed to forward the response on to members of the Parish Liaison for information.
· Quality Council Status
A copy of the letter from YLCA regarding the re-accreditation has been sent to the Keighley News and an entry has been made in the Newsletter.
· Town Plan
The Town Clerk advised that the Town Plan has received a highly commended award from the Plain English Group.   Councillor Ward and Helen King would attend the award ceremony in December.
2010/159 (SP)
UPDATE ON ITEMS OUTSTANDING NOT OTHERWISE ON THE AGENDA
· Standing Orders
· Code of Practice in Handling Complaints

· Dignity at Work / Bullying & Harassment Policy

· Process for dealing with complaints and bullying and harassment 

The above matters are ongoing.
Councillor J Newton advised that the Local Development Framework is being resurrected.

New Homes Bonus – The document was tabled.  A six week consultation will end on 24 December.  It was agreed that clarification on some points was needed.  The Town Clerk will take this forward.
2010/160 (SP)
PARISH LIAISON MEETING
Councillor S. Walker reported on the meeting held on 17 November.  The meeting was Chaired by Councillor Ahmed   He agreed that the pre-meeting group to discuss the setting of the agenda was worthwhile, and also agreed that District Councillors should be notified of the Parish Councils in their area and of the Charter.
Electronic planning – Many now have funding and equipment.  Adrian Walker can be contacted for help if required.


Code of Conduct – The abolition of the Standards Board was discussed and it was felt that the Code of Conduct should be kept in some form.  
Parish Charter – it was noted that a working group will need to be formed to review the Charter.  Keighley had put forward its proposed alterations.

Election Costs – It was reported that Sarah Kirk would be reporting on election costs in the near future. 

Spending Review – Bradford Metropolitan District Council is currently consulting on their spending, a form is available on their website and was published in the ‘Community Pride’ paper.

My Journey – The Watch & Transport Committee are to respond to the consultation but have asked Strategy & Policy to send a memo to all councillors advising that it is available.  

The next agenda pre-meeting is on 26th January 2010.
2010/161 (SP)
CORPORATE IMAGE

The formation of a Press Office for the Town Council has been recommended to the Town Council by Management & Staffing.  Should this be approved a consistent corporate image will need to be agreed.  It was agreed that the tag line used on the Town Plan ‘working together for a better future’ should be used going forward.  The Town Clerk agreed to work with Mr Parry to create some mock ups of logo / style for consideration at a future meeting.  
2010/162 (SP)
BIG MAP OF KEIGHLEY (PEAR TECHNOLOGY)

It was suggested that community involvement could be used in order to gather the data needed for the map to help with costs.  A discussion was heard regarding the need for the map, data quality issues and cost implications.  The Town Clerk agreed to contact Bradford Metropolitan District Council and community groups in order to gather data already available.
2010/163 (SP)
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 2011
The Town Clerk confirmed that Central Hall had been booked for 16 March 2011.  It was agreed that the meeting should have a less formal format with displays in place of the Committee Chairs’ reports.  It was also agreed that a popular issue would be needed to draw in residents.  The Town Clerk agreed to add an item onto all Committee agenda to discuss.
Following discussion it was agreed to hold a ‘shop’ in February to raise awareness in becoming a Councillor, promote the Town meeting and share the Town Plan.  Councillor Ward and the Town Clerk to take forward.
2010/164 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UPDATE
It was noted that the Localism Bill was due shortly.

· DIS 

747/4: Email to Eric Pickles MP in response.

747/5: Pass to Planning Committee.

747/16: Pass to Mr Parry for Guardhouse Scheme.

747/17: Pass to Councillors Philip & Hudson for Town Centre Association.

747/20: Pass to Planning Committee.
2010/165 (SP)
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT
A response has been received advising that that during a debate in Parliament on this issue it was stated that all the proposals made under the Act would be dealt with by the end of January 2011.
2010/166 (SP)
MONITORING STATEMENT
A monitoring statement for 23 November was tabled.  A deficit was showing for the Town Plan and the magazine..
2010/167 (SP)
BUDGET 2010/11
Proposed by Councillor Rhodes,

Seconded by Councillor J Brooksbank, and

RESOLVED

That £500 be requested for the Quality Council budget for 2011/12.  That any remaining funds be carried over.
Proposed by Councillor Ward, 

Seconded by Councillor Rhodes, and 

RESOLVED

That £28,000 be requested for the Magazine  for 2011/12.
2010/168 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Student Advisors
· Standing Orders

· Protocols

· Committees working together

2010/169 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 26 January 2011 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.20pm.
Certified as a true copy:

…………………………..
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