MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON WEDNESDAY 24 MARCH 2010 AT 6.00PM.

2010/31 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors Wright [Chair], Mitchell, Morris and J Newton.


Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk



Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2010/32 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Councillor Ward
2010/33 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
Councillor Mitchell disclosed an interest as Chair of trust of Keighley Bus Museum under matter 2010/35.
2010/34 (SP)
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 24 FEBRUARY 2010
Proposed by Councillor Morris, 


Seconded by Councillor Wright, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 24 February 2010 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2010/35 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING
· Website
The Town Clerk reported that they are looking at a new company for the website and recuperating costs from the current company.  The Town Clerk is looking to reinstate the old format in the interim. 
· Asset Transfers
Following recent training the Town Clerk has written to Mark Bagshaw at Bradford Council regarding the transferring of community assets. It was noted that the building on Alice Street may be transferred to Keighley Voluntary Service.  Councillor Mitchell advised that Keighley Bus Museum are bidding for space at the Harold Town Building.
2010/36 (SP) 
VOLUNTEERING POLICY

Councillor Wright suggested a two rate subsistence rate to cover food, travel etc.  The Town Clerk is to query with YALC whether Councillors would be allowed this type of allowance as other lay volunteers are.

Proposed by Councillor J Newton, 


Seconded by Councillor Mitchell, and 


RESOLVED

That the agreement refers to policy for values for subsistence rates and that the an allowance for time given up to a single piece of no more than  5 hours 59 minutes be £10 and referred to as ‘Rate A’ and the £20 allowance for time given up of six hours and over be referred to as ‘Rate B’.
Proposed by Councillor Mitchell, 

Seconded by Councillor J Newton, and 

RESOLVED
That the document be adopted as amended.
2010/37 (SP)
HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOL
Amendments as discussed at the last meeting had been distributed and further minor amendments were agreed.  The Town Clerk is to obtain two Health & Safety at Work 1974 signs and one Office, Shops & Railways Premises Act 1963 wall poster.

Proposed by Councillor Wright, 

Seconded by Councillor Morris, and 

RESOLVED

That the Health & Safety Protocol be accepted as amended. 
2010/38 (SP)
CODE OF PRACTICE FOR DEALING WITH COMPLAINTS
The Town Clerk tabled two documents:
Paper A – The previous code of practice with additional information on appeals.

Paper B – Suggested processes from our Solicitor.  More information may follow.
It was agreed that the Committee members review both documents and best practice will be discussed at the next meeting.

It was noted that a Grievance policy and procedure were also required, the Town Clerk will distribute ACAS Code of Practice and other guidance as appropriate for discussion at the next meeting.
2010/39 (SP)
PARISH CHARTER
Amendments to the Parish Charter were agreed.  Councillor Wright to take the  amendments to the next Parish Liaison meeting.
2010/40 (SP)
WHITE ROSE UPDATE
Grit Bins
It was confirmed that the use of grit bins are at the users own risk.  Liability with regards public using the areas afterwards has not been defined.
New Power to Appoint Freemen
We currently have the Citizenship Award but it could be replaced with this.  It was agreed to keep this on the agenda until more information was received.
Annual Town Council Meeting
The guidance around these meetings was discussed.  It was agreed that at the upcoming annual meeting the Mayor, Clerk and a chair for a speaker be placed at the front and speakers then invited to come forward when called.  The Mayor will be asked to advise all Council members that the annual meeting is not a Council meeting at the April meeting.
2010/41 (SP)
PRECEPT RESPONSE


It was noted that if the precept is over £200,000 a response from Keighley Council should be sent with Council Tax bills.  A letter has been written to Bradford Council but no response received to date.  The Town Clerk is to check that this is correct with YALC.  Item to remain on agenda to ensure this is not missed next year.
2010/42 (SP)
MONITORING STATEMENT AS AT 9 MARCH 2010
The monitoring statement was noted.
2010/43 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Code of Practice for Dealing with Complaints
· Grievance Policy and Procedure

· White Rose Update (as appropriate)

· New Power to Appoint Freemen

· Precept Response

2010/44 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 28th April 2010 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.40pm.
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