MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 24 MAY 2010 AT 6.00PM.

2010/60  (SP)
PRESENT (meeting started at 6.15 p.m.)
Councillors J Newton, Rhodes (from 6.15 p.m.), Ward, Wilson and Wright. (until 7 pm)


Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk and Minute Taker.
2010/61 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



None.
2010/62 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST



No disclosures of interest were declared.

2010/63 (SP)
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

Proposed by Councillor J. Newton

Seconded by Councillor Ward, and


RESOLVED


That Councillor J. Newton be the Chair for the ensuing year.


Proposed by Councillor Ward


Seconded by Councillor Wright, and


RESOLVED


That Councillor Rhodes be the Vice-chair for the ensuing year.
2010/64 (SP)
MINUTES 

Proposed by Councillor J Newton, 


Seconded by Councillor Wright, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 28 April 2010 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2010/65 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING
· Website
It was noted that the Website would be up and running within the next few days.
2010/66 (SP) 
GRIEVANCE POLICY AND PROCEDURE
Pursuance to Minute2010/51 Councillor Wright was still to finalise the document.  
2010/67 (SP)
NEW POWER TO APPOINT FREEMAN
The Clerk had circulated copies of the  relevant section of the Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009 which highlighted the fact that the Local Government Act 1972 had been amended relating to local freedoms.  The SLCC had an article in its magazine highlighting the new powers allowing all local councils to grant freedoms to worthy recipients, thus regularising the status between sexes and giving parishes the power to appoint.
A brief discussion took place.  Freeman appointments did not give the recipients any rights.  It was suggested that the appointment of freeman should be put into Standing Orders enabling the Town Council to take on the power when it wanted to enact it.

Proposed by Councillor J. Newton,

Seconded by Councillor Ward, and

RESOLVED
That the criteria be built up along with the process for nominations and brought back to a future meeting of this Committee.

The Clerk was requested to contact Lichfield and other Parish Councils for their criteria.
2010/68 (SP)
QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS
The Clerk confirmed that the Council had until October to submit the documentation for re-accreditation.  It was agreed that the Committee look at what was required at the next meeting.

2010/69 (SP)
TOWN MAGAZINE
The Clerk circulated the draft copy of the Summer edition of the magazine. The suggestion of including a community page in the magazine was discussed.  This would enable the general public to let the Town Council know what was going on in their community. She advised that the Town Plan had been costed out by Intermedia with a view to using a similar format
2010/70 (SP)
PRECEPT RESPONSE 2011/2012

YLCA had confirmed that Councils with a precept of over £150,000 were entitled to a summary of their accounts in with the Council Tax papers.   The Clerk was requested to enquire from other large Councils as to whether they were given a page in the Council Tax booklet.

2010/71 (SP)
NEW LEVY TO FUND LOCAL SERVICES
The article in the White Rose Update for May from YLCA was discussed.   It was pointed out that the 106 money in recent times was going into one central pot for Bradford to decide how it was spent.  This new levy from developers will be used to build new infrastructure such as Schools, Hospitals and roads etc.  From 6 April 2010 Section 106 agreements will only be permitted if they are directly related to the new developments.  YLCA had expressed concern about these changes and had invited a planning officer to speak to parish representatives about them.

Proposed by Councillor Rhodes

Seconded by Councillor Ward, and

RESOLVED

That this is taken to County level by letter to the Executive Officer, the MP and Communities and Local Government Office.expressing the Town Council’s concern that there seems to be no criteria for the levy to be tied to the area where the monies are raised.
2010/72 (SP)
URGENT ITEM BROUGHT FORWARD RE DEVOLVEMENT OF SERVICES
Members discussed the  recent article in the Ilkley Gazette and the call by Ilkley Parish Council for more powers from Bradford Council.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that the matter should be discussed by the Council.

Proposed by Councillor Wright

Seconded by Councillor Rhodes, and



RESOLVED
That the devolution of Council powers be placed on the Town Council Agenda for discussion.
2010/73 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Grievance Policy and Procedure

· List of Listed Buildings in Keighley.
· Quality Council Status – action plan.
· Standing Orders update.
2010/74 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 23 June 2010 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.30pm.
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