MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 20 APRIL 2011 AT 6.00PM.

2011/45 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors J Newton (Chair), Brooksbank, Rhodes, and Wilson [exit 7.15pm]
Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk


Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2011/46 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillors Ward and Wright.
2011/47 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
No disclosures of interest were declared in the matters under discussion.
2011/48 (SP)
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 30 MARCH 2011

Proposed by Councillor Rhodes, 


Seconded by Councillor Wilson, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 30 March 2011 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2011/49 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
· Letter to Jon Ackroyd, Acting Team Leader (Design & Conservation) Bradford M.D.C. regarding Listed Structures and response of 5 April 2011
· Letter back to Jon Ackroyd questioning the reason for the Conservation Forums being held in Bradford and not in other parts of the District
· Letter regarding the Courts service
· Freedom of Information request regarding Area Committee newsletter

Copy of response circulated.  Advised that this was a one off publication.  It was noted that Keighley was poorly represented in the Community Pride publication, though information is regularly submitted.

· Larger Councils Conference
The Town Clerk and Special Projects Co-ordinator attended on behalf of Keighley Council.  A report was circulated.  It was reported that the Power of Wellbeing is being replaced by General Powers of Competence.
2011/50 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UPDATE
· Localism Bill

The Bill was passed on 31 March 2011, amendments are due to be heard in June and December and will received Royal Ascent in April 2012.
· DIS 756

The following items were discussed:
· 756/1 Training on ‘How to be a councillor’ is now available electronically – discussion around training being added to the code of practice as attendance at meetings is.

· 756/3 – pass to Finance Committee.

· 756/4 – pass to Finance Committee.

· 756/8 – needs looking at further.

· 756/9 – noted for interest.

· 756/11 – pass to Watch & Transport Committee

· 756/13 – pass to Planning Committee

· 756/18 – pass to Planning Committee

· Election Costs
It was reported that Bradford Council rejected the Parish Liaison vote to pay additional costs only – town and parish councils will be charged 50% of election costs in May.
2011/51 (SP)
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS
· Community Right to Buy
It was agreed that the Committee members would look at this separately and send any comments to the Chair for inclusion.
· Good Practice Guide for Local Listing
The Town Clerk reported that a letter had been sent to advise that Keighley Council would be interested in being a part of developing the list.
· Community Right to Challenge
The consultation was discussed and responses agreed.
2011/52 (SP)
PROTOCOLS BEING LOOKED AT
Item deferred to the next meeting.
2011/53 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Town Council Directives
· General powers of competence

· Voluntary code of conduct

· Voluntary code of ethics

· A framework code of standards/practice

· A set procedure for dealing with criminal offences

· Protocols being looked at

2011/54 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 22 June 2011 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.45pm.
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