MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 15 JUNE 2011 AT 6.00PM.

2011/55 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors Brooksbank, Corkindale, Simpkin, S Walker, Ward [Chair 3-13], A Wright and Westerman [Chair 1-3]
Councillor Metcalf – Attending under Standing Order 52

Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk


Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2011/56 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


None.
2011/57 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
No disclosures of interest were declared in the matters under discussion.
2011/58 (SP)
TO APPOINT THE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

Proposed by Councillor Westerman, 

Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 

RESOLVED

That Councillor Ward be appointed Chair of the Strategy & Policy Committee for the ensuing year.

Proposed by Councillor Ward, 
Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 

RESOLVED
That Councillor Brooksbank be appointed Vice-Chair of the Strategy & Policy Committee for the ensuing year.  

2011/59 (SP)
TO APPROVE THE COMMITTEE REMIT
Proposed by Councillor S Walker, 
Seconded by Councillor A Wright, and 

RESOLVED 
To approve the committee remit, with amendments, for the ensuing year.
2011/60 (SP)
MINUTES

Proposed by Councillor Brooksbank, 


Seconded by Councillor Ward, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 24 April 2011 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2011/61 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING
· Community Right to Challenge – Consultation response
The Clerk confirmed that the Council’s response had been submitted.
· Response to NALC’s consultation ‘Cutting Red Tape Survey’ circulated to members of the Committee
The Clerk confirmed that the response had been submitted.
· Letter from CLG re: The Localism Bill in response to KTC letter of 3 February
The letter was noted by the Committee.
2011/62 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UPDATE
The Committee agreed that Councillor Brooksbank should look at the DIS in detail each month and report anything pertinent back to the Committee.

· DIS 757
· DIS 758

The following item was discussed:

· 758/10 – Pass to  the Allotments Committee, could be used in Keighley.
· DIS 759

The following items were discussed:

· 759/1 – Three one day conferences are to be held, Councillor Corkindale is to attend the Sheffield event and will report back to the Council.  
· 759/21 – Councillor Corkindale to discuss sharing the Modern Councillor e-learning package with local Parishes at next Parish Liaison meeting.
· DIS 760

The following items were discussed:

· 760/2 – It was noted that the Localism Bill has passed through the Commons.
· 760/7 – Pass to the Allotments Committee.
· 760/11 – Pass to the Allotments Committee.  Councillor Corkindale mentioned a possible allotments site in Oakworth and agreed to pass on the details to Councillor S Walker who sits on the Committee.
· 760/14 – Pass to the Planning Committee.
2011/63 (SP)
PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS
· Relaxation of Planning Rules for Change of Use From Commercial to Residential
Responses are needed by 30 June 2011.  The Clerk has added the item to the Planning Committee’s agenda of 21 June.  The members of the meeting were asked to read the document and pass any comments on to the Clerk as soon as possible for inclusion in the formal response.  It was noted that there was concern around the conversion of buildings which have traditionally provided working opportunities into residential buildings.  It was also noted that care must be taken around green belt land and unused farm land.
It was questioned whether the Parish Charter should be looked at again and whether to remind Bradford officers and councillors of its contents and their need to liaise with Parishes.  It was noted that Parish Liaison are looking at the document at the moment.

It was noted that the Planning Department was being moved to Bradford shortly.

2011/64 (SP)
TO NOTE THE NALC STANDING ORDERS FOR LOCAL COUNCILS


The Clerk reported that the new version previously considered by the Committee is being looked at by the Legal Advisor, so that he can compare the new and old versions to ensure nothing pertinent has been omitted.  
2011/65 (SP)
PROTOCOLS BEING LOOKED AT
· Code of Practice in handling complaints from members of the public regarding KTC
The document was tabled, to discuss at the next meeting.
· Dignity at work / bullying and harassment policy
Draft available.  Councillor A Wright to look into it for the next meeting.
· Process for dealing with complaints of bullying and harassment
It was noted that this was a simplified version of the ACAS procedures.  Councillor A Wright to look over this document for the next meeting.
· Safety for Employees and Members
2011/66 (SP)
TO NOTE THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT
It was noted that the overall budget of £27,000 covers the production of the four newsletters per year required for Quality Council status.  A print run of 25,000 is produced per edition. It was suggested that the magazine be used more as a consultation tool as it is delivered to every home and business in the town.  It was agreed to include a section on the Localism Bill in an upcoming issue and request feedback. 
The Committee asked that the magazine should be added to all Committee agenda, and that any articles be forwarded to the Clerk ASAP.

Councillor Ward reported that the Finance Committee had suggested that the Strategy & Policy Committee employ someone for 1-2 days per week to concentrate on creating advertising revenue.  It was noted that the remit of the Special Projects Officer had changed considerably from his initial appointment, and no longer has the time to raise advertising revenue.  The Committee agreed to discuss the matter in more detail at the next meeting.  
2011/67 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Standing Orders

· Protocols being looked at
· Advertising revenue for the magazine
2011/68 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 27 July 2011 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.10pm.
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