MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 29 JUNE 2010 AT 6.00PM.

2010/75  (SP)
PRESENT 
Councillors J Newton (Chairman) and Councillors Brooksbank,  Ward (until 7.30 p.m., Westerman and Wright. (until 7.15 pm)


Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk and Minute Taker.
2010/76 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Councillor Rhodes.
2010/77 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST



No disclosures of interest were declared.

2010/78 (SP)
MINUTES 

Proposed by Councillor Ward, 


Seconded by Councillor Wright, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 24 May 2010 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2010/79 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING
· Website
The Website was now up and running and looking very good.  There was still a lot of work to be done but the whole set up was much easier to deal with.
2010/80 (SP) 
GRIEVANCE POLICY AND PROCEDURE
Pursuance to Minute2010/51 Councillor Wright was still to finalise the document.  
2010/81 (SP)
NEW POWER TO APPOINT FREEMAN
A response had been received from Lichfield.  A brief discussion took place and it was agreed that the matter be left in abeyance for the tie being.  The Committee were conscious of the work of the Armed Forces and it was suggested that the Yorkshire Regiment be considered for the honour.  However they had recently received the Freedom of the City of Bradford so it was questioned as to whether it was worth Keighley honouring the regiment in this way.  It was agreed that the Clerk would look at the protocol for duplication and speak to a member of the Councillor who had brought up the suggestion. 
2010/82 (SP)
QUALITY COUNCIL STATUS
The Clerk was requested to re-circulate the new documentation relating to QCS.  Councillor Ward and the Clerk would look at the paperwork when time permitted during the next few weeks.

2010/83 (SP)
TOWN MAGAZINE
The Clerk indicated that the new edition and previous editions would be put on the new Website.  Mr. Parry was thanked for the advertising revenue he had managed to secure.
2010/84 (SP)
PRECEPT RESPONSE 2011/2012

The Clerk had contacted a number of Councils and had received responses from them.  The responses varied from Authority to Authority.  YLCA had identified the current legislation in the Council Tax (Demand Notices) (England) Regulations 2009 which shows the requirement placed on the billing authority to allow the Budget requirement for the relevant and preceding year with an explanation of its effect on the precept, with the Council Tax Demand for any Parish/Town Council in its area having a gross budget of £140,000 or more.  It was agreed that the information allowed the Town Council to manage its precept and decisions made as to how that precept was spent.  
Proposed by Councillor Wright

Seconded by Councill Ward, and

RESOLVED
That the Chair and the Clerk look into and negotiate with Bradford Council for the inclusion of a financial statement in the Council Tax Demand.
2010/85 (SP)
PARISH LIAISON REPORT - ELECTIONS
Councillor Wright reported on the Liaison meeting and the discussion on Election costs.  A document produced in 2008 stated that Bradford Council and the individual Parish Councils would share the costs of  all parish elections on an equal 50% basis and that the individual Parish Council will pay for the cost of any parish poll.  The meeting agreed the recommendation.  The document would be sourced for the next meeting.
A brief discussion took place.  This information was not relayed in the Charter.  However, it could be that 50% could equate to more in the long run than paying for consumables.  The chair would try to source the regulations for a “Fixed Fee Agreement” which Bradford Council should have with the Returning Officer.  It was agreed that the matter be further discussed 

2010/86 (SP)
SPECIAL PROJECT – KEIGHLEY CIVIC CENTRE (former Police Station)

The Committees that had discussed the project had put forward positive responses.  It was agreed that the Council should make sure that everything was going to be good for the town.  Members of the public had questioned a member as to why the Town Council needed more space when it had the Town Hall.  It would seem that the public were unaware of the limited accommodation that the Town Council had within the Town Hall and it would be a major plus if the public were made aware of this.
2010/87 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

Councillor Wright was invited to report on the Markets Seminar he had attended and how the new Parish of Shrewsbury had negotiated to take over services.  With the cuts in local government there would be a great deal of services which the parishes could take control of.  He suggested that the Town Council should consider becoming a member of NABMA who would show the way to obtaining the licence for markets from the Principal Authority.


The Chair and the Clerk reported that “The Spending Challenge” via the Treasury website had been launched – a wide ranging engagement programme which was asking people to share ideas on how to save money and deliver more or less.  The programme starts by inviting all public sector workers to share ideas.  After the 8 July it will be opened to the wider public.


It was suggested that the Council should register its support for localism.  It has been shown that where the parishes run services money is saved and the quality has risen.  Reference to the Allotments and Town Hall Square was an example. It was agreed that the Chair should respond on behalf of the Committee along the lines discussed.   The Committee agreed that this should be taken back to other Committees.


Many issues had come forward with regard to Planning. 

Proposed by Councillor Ward


Seconded by Councillor Wright, and


RESOLVED


That information coming through the Planning Network and other publications should be included on future Agendas to bring to the notice of the Committee.

A discussion took place on the removal of “free swimming”.  It was 


Proposed by Councillor Ward

Seconded by Councillor Wright, and

RESOLVED

That the General Purposes Committee consider the impact on the Leisure Centre if “free swimming” is removed.

2010/88 (SP)
TOWN PLAN 
The clerk updated members on the position.  The Town Plan was being prepared for printing.  The question was asked as to whether the Pear Technology system would be used in conjunction with items in the plan.  In particular it would be useful to have an overlay for disabled parking in the town.  Quotes for 2,500 and 5,000 should be obtained.  An electronic copy would be sent to the Chair.
2010/89 (SP)
PROCEDURE FOR CONFIDENTIALITY
The Finance Committee had asked the Committee to review the procedure in line with recent developments.  A brief discussion took place of the current practice when it was suggested that the chairs should be extra cautious as well as the officers with confidential papers.  Despite the confidentiality clause in the Standing Orders there was concern with information being leaked to the media.  A draft procedure based around the matters raised in the discussion would be brought back to the Committee.
2010/90 (SP)
LISTED BUILDINGS IN KEIGHLEY
The Clerk had circulated a complete list of listed buildings in Keighley.  It was noted that some buildings had been removed.  It was agreed that the Committee should keep an eye on what was going in and suggested that Councillors have a look through the list for places in their Wards and report back to S&P if they felt something should be listed.



Proposed by Councillor Brooksbank



Seconded by Councillor Ward, and



RESOLVED


That members be made aware of the details of the Grade 1 and 11 listed buildings in Keighley and the danger of them being de-listed and to note the listed buildings in their Ward.

The Planning Committee should be informed.

2010/91 (SP)
STANDING ORDERS

The simplified model version that NALC had brought out should be considered seriously.  It was agreed that this would take time.  The matter was deferred but it was agreed that members should receive a copy of the new model version for consideration at the next meeting.

2010/92 (SP)
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES ACT


The National Co-ordinator for promoting the Sustainable Communities Act was now requesting supporters to urge the Government to agree the Sustainable Communities Act proposals by writing to the MP and the Minister Greg Clark asking him to deal with the proposals as urgently as possible


Proposed by Councillor J. Newton,


Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 


RESOLVED


That the Clerk write to the MP and the Minister Greg Clark.

2010/93 (SP)
MONITORING STATEMENT AS AT 7 JUNE 2010

Noted.
2010/94 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Update on items outstanding not otherwise on the Agenda.
· Grievance Policy and Procedure

· Elections – how much should parishes be paying?.
· Quality Council Status – action plan.
· Standing Orders 
· Local Government information update

· Listed Buildings in Keighley

· Report from NALC Training (Bristol) – Councillor J. Newton

2010/95 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 28 July 2010 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.50pm
Certified as a true copy:

…………………………..
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