MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 26 OCTOBER 2011 AT 6.00PM.

2011/99 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors Ward [Chair] and Brooksbank, Corkindale and Simpkin.
Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk


Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2011/100 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillors Metcalf, S Walker and A Wright.
2011/101 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
No disclosures of interest were declared in the matters under discussion.
2011/102 (SP)
MINUTES

Proposed by Councillor Corkindale, 


Seconded by Councillor Simpkin, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 28 September 2011 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2011/103 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UPDATE
· DIS – Issues 768
767/06 – Noted.
767/09 – Funding has gone to small councils.  We should utilise the Local Development Framework for our neighbourhood plans.

767/10 – The Town Council does not own or run any playgrounds.  The Parkwood Play Area had been offered for sale by the Trustees (Bradford Council), although they had since denied this.  It was agreed that the Committee should keep an eye on the situation, and encourage Ward Councillors to make sure they take note of any Public Notices appearing in the press relating to play areas or open spaces in their Wards.  The Town Clerk agreed to arrange further training for the Pear Technology maps software so that play areas / recreation grounds can be plotted along with the allotments.  Councillors Corkindale and Brooksbank were interested in attending.  
767/12 – It was noted that the Council should be on its guard regarding Principal  Authority service provision.  Consideration should be given to smaller Councils that may not have the resources / knowledge to deal with larger contractors.  It was agreed that the Council should speak to Bradford once the Bill has passed to see what it could do to help.
767/16 – It was confirmed that Councillors A Wright and Brooksbank would be attending the Larger Councils’ Conference this year.
· White Rose Update
There is some training available for new councillors at Oxenhope Methodist Chrch on 15 November, 7-10pm at a cost of £35.  The Town Clerk agreed to send a memo to all Councillors to advise.
Embsay Council has created a set of Members Standards to enhance the Code of Conduct and Standing Orders.  The Town Clerk will write to them and request a copy.
Queens Jubilee – The aim was to light 2012 Beacons throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man, the Commonwealth and the UK overseas territories in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  The Queen Elizabeth !! Fields challenge has also been launched;  a new campaign to protect 2012 outdoor recreational spaces.

2011/104 (SP)
PARISH LIAISON
· Formalisation of Pre-Group
Currently the group meets 2-3 weeks before the Liaison meeting to discuss what members would like putting on the agenda.  It has proved a good meeting to share information across the area, and members would like to invite speakers to the meetings but were unable to as it was not a formalized group.  
It was agreed to request future Liaison Group agenda include the item  “To bring forward matters for consideration at the next meeting”.

Proposed by Councillor Corkindale, 

Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 

RESOLVED
To put to the pre-group meeting that the group be formalized as the Bradford Parishes Action Group.  
· To note the West Yorkshire Fire Service Presentation –Wednesday 26 October 2011
The date was noted.
2011/105 (SP)
BOUNDARY CHANGES
Councillor Corkindale reported back from the Public Inquiry in Leeds.  It was noted that the three Worth Valley Councillors did not attend.  The Commission seemed interested in the Council’s proposals and agreed to pass them along to the relevant parties. The proposals seemed to be in line with other views locally, though there was some contention around Bingley and Bingley Rural.
2011/106 (SP)
STANDING ORDERS
The suggested additions to Standing Orders proposed by Councillor Morris and seconded by Councillor Beale were further discussed.
1.(a)  that fifteen minutes be set aside at each full Council meeting for questions to be asked from one Council member to another that does not relate to an agenda item.



      (b)  Any question asked must relate to Council business.

(c)  Seven clear days notice in writing must be provided to the Town Clerk who will inform the relevant Councillor of the question to be asked and place it on the agenda.

(d) After the question has been put a member may decline to answer without giving a reason and no discussion will then take place.

Proposed by Councillor Wright

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and

RESOLVED

That the addition be rejected on the basis that the standing order would allow for members to ask vexatious questions of others and it was not in any event appropriate for questions to be asked on a matter that was not on the Agenda.  (c) contradicts (a) and (d) makes it all irrelevant anyway.

2.That no Committee can discuss remit items assigned to another Committee without express permission of the relevant Committee, unless it has been authorized to do so by full Council.



      Proposed by Councillor Brooksbank


      Seconded by Councillor Ward, and



      RESOLVED
That the addition not be accepted on the grounds that if a      matter is of interest to more than one Committee there must be freedom to discuss it or Council business may be hampered.
3.That no Councillor can be proposed or seconded to stand for Town or Deputy Mayor if they are subject to an ongoing Police investigation or awaiting train accused of a criminal offence.

Proposed by Councillor Wright, 

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and 

RESOLVED
That the addition be rejected as Keighley Town Council cannot countermand Britain’s centuries old presumption of innocent until proven guilty.
Councillor Corkindale advised that on reflection he would wish to withdraw his comments around pre-selection for Mayor.  The Town Clerk agreed to check that the Standing Orders included the selection process.  She would also check on any other items which might be required to be included in the new Standing Orders.
2011/107 (SP)
MEET UP CAFÉ

Councillor Simpkin reported that the Inspiring Communities Grants are no longer available but there is some guidance available around best practice.  The scheme was set up to run between a Council, Secondary School and a third sector organisation.  Councillor Simpkin to speak with Councillor Rogan about the matter.
2011/108 (SP)
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING REGULATIONS CONSULTATION
The consultation closes on 5 January 2012 and has also been passed to the Planning Committee.  Committee members agreed to look at the document at home and forward comments to the Chair by the first week in December for collation.  
2011/109 (SP)
PROTOCOLS BEING LOOKED AT

Matter deferred due to absence of Councillor A Wright.  The Town Clerk agreed to speak with NALC and Peninsula regarding outstanding policies. 
2011/110 (SP)
TO CONSIDER THE NEW REGISTER OF INTERESTS FORM

The matter was deferred to the next meeting.
2011/111 (SP)
TO NOTE THE CODE OF RECOMMENDED PRACTICE FOR LOCAL AUTHORITIES ON DATA TRANSPARENCY
The Accounts & Administration Clerk is looking into how Keighley Council can be compliant with this.
2011/112 (SP)      
TO NOTE THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT

The financial report was noted.
2011/113 (SP)      
TO CONSIDER THE BUDGET FOR 2012/2013

It was noted that a person would be employed on a commission only basis to increase advertising revenue for the magazine.
Proposed by Councillor Corkindale, 

Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 

RESOLVED
That a budget of £27,900 be requested for 2012/2013. 
2011/114 (SP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Meet Up Café
· Protocols being looked at
· Register of Members’ Interests form
2011/115 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 23 November 2011 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.45pm.
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