MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE MANAGEMENT & STAFFING COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON MONDAY 23 MARCH 2009 AT 6.00PM


	2009/32

(M&S)
	PRESENT

Councillor Zaman [Chair] and Councillors Miller, Mitchell, Morris, Philip, Rhodes, Ward and Wright.

Attending under S/o 52(b) Councillors B Hudson, Metcalf and Samuels.

In attendance: Mrs. M.E. Bailey (Town Clerk).

Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.



	2009/33

(M&S)
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None



	2009/34

(M&S)
	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

No Disclosures of Interest in matters under consideration were declared.



	2009/35

(M&S)


	MINUTES

Proposed by Councillor Ward,

Seconded by Councillor Mitchell, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee held on 23 February 2009 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.



	2009/36

(M&S)
	CLERK’S REPORT

· Minute Taker

The Town Clerk explained that a recent advertisement for Minute Takers, had resulted in some good applicants coming forward.

· To recommend a Staff Appraisal

The Town Clerk explained that Staff Appraisals have been scheduled to take place in September.

· To note the letter from Property Services re the transfer of the allotments to Keighley Town Council.

The Town Clerk explained that a letter has been received from Suzan Hemingway, Bradford MDC’s Assistant Director for Legal Services regarding the provision of Legal Advice for Parish Councils following a discussion at a recent Parish Liaison meeting.  Ms Hemingway  Bradford Couincil together with Wakefield, Kirklees and Calderdale Couincils had recently gone through a comprehensive procurement exercise to appoint external solicitors to provide legal advice on specific issues as and when required.  A list was included of the firms appointed to provide advice in each subject area.  However, Ms Hemingway indicated that where advice was required on land and property law the Council’s internal Land and Property Law Team had agreed to assist in these matters where possible. 

It was agreed that advice be sought from NALC regarding the legal fees incurred in the transfer of the allotments.

Councillor Wright requested that the Finance Committee investigates Bradford MDC’s lack of investment in the allotments site and potential double taxation issues.

· To note the letter from Ann Cryer MP regarding the planned closure of Steeton Goods Vehicle Testing Centre

Councillor Mitchell explained that the Watch & Transport Committee is engaged in this issue.  Councillor Mitchell attended a recent meeting, at which DVLA representatives faced a lot of criticism from local businesses at the lack of consultation on the proposed closure.  A recent letter from Ann Cryer MP indicated that she had arranged a meeting between the Transport Minister and herself on 30 March.
· Annual Town Meeting

The Town Clerk circulated positive feedback received from a member of the public regarding the recent Annual Town Meeting, held in Holden Hall, Oakworth.  It was noted the meeting saw a 100% increase in public participation on the previous year.  


	2009/37

(M&S)
	TO ADOPT THE EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES POLICY STATEMENT

The Town Clerk explained that a recent funding submission had highlighted the Town Council’s lack of an Equal Opportunities Policy Statement.  A draft policy statement was circulated for consideration.

Proposed by Councillor Morris,

Seconded by Councillor Ward, and

RESOLVED

That the Equal Opportunities Policy Statement be adopted, as circulated.



	2009/38

(M&S)

	COMPLAINTS RECEIVED FROM COUNCILLORS B HUDSON AND SAMUELS 
The Town Clerk explained that these complaints have been withdrawn.



	2009/39

(M&S)
	TRAINING:

· National Association of Councillors – Regeneration & Renewal Conference – 17 to 19 April 2009
· SLCC Larger Councils Conference – 16 to 17 April 2009
· RTPI Conferences Training and Development – training of interest to the Parish Sector;

· Local Development Framework Conference – 24 April 2009 [London] and 23 October 2009 [Leeds].

· Sustainable Communities Conference – 8 May 2009 [London]

It was agreed that details of this training should be circulated to all members.

· Training through Planning Aid

Councillor Philip explained that he had been suggested at a meeting which he attended last year, that Planning Aid would provide free training on the Power of Wellbeing and Section 137 for the Town Council/Tenants Groups.  It was explained that Planning Aid are only able to support Town Council’s in super output areas.  The Town Clerk explained that Power of Wellbeing training will be provided by YLCA.  Full details of this training should be available shortly.



	2009/40

(M&S)


	REVISION OF TOWN MAYOR’S DUTIES
Councillor Rhodes explained that he had become increasingly concerned at the workload presented to the Town Mayor and Deputy Town Mayor of the Council.  It has also been suggested that it would be helpful for the Town Council to have permanent representatives on groups such as: YLCA South Pennines Branch, Keighley Town Centre Association and the Parish Liaison Committee.  It was agreed that this would help with continuity.

It was agreed that this matter should be considered as an agenda item at the next Town Council meeting.  Councillor Rhodes agreed to present the item.



	2009/41

(M&S)


	STANDARDS COMMITTEE REPORT

Councillor Mitchell explained that the Standards Committee for the Bradford District is currently dealing with 7 complains.  Councillor Mitchell is not involved in any of these investigations.



	2009/42

(M&S)


	MONITORING STATEMENT AS AT 19 MARCH 2009

The Committee’s Monitoring Statement dated 19 March 2009 was circulated for consideration.



	2009/43

(M&S)


	ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD BY COMMITTEE CHAIRS WHICH HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR OTHER COMMITTEES:

· Finance

Nothing brought forward.

· General Purposes

Councillor Rhodes reported on recent news that the Central Hall project has been awarded £1 million in Lottery Funding.  It was agreed that Councillor Zaman should speak to the Editor of the Keighley News, to ensure that the Town Council receives recognition for its considerable input into in this project.  A discussion was heard around public recognition for projects.  Councillor Wright suggested that the Strategy & Policy Committee should work on a publicity protocol, to be distributed to group’s receiving funding from the Town Council.

· Allotments Report

Nothing brought forward.

· Planning

Councillor Miller requested approval for members of Cullingworth Parish Council to attend a future Planning Committee meeting, as observers.  It was agreed that this would be appropriate.

· Watch & Transport

Councillor Mitchell explained that Bradford MDC’s Parking Enforcement Officers are officially launched on Thursday 26 March.

· Strategy & Policy

Councillor Ward explained that further to discussion at the Town Plan Steering Group meeting, it has been possible to arrange for the Town Council to have access to an empty unit in the Town Centre.  This unit will be available week commencing 27 April – Monday to Saturday, 10.00am to 3.00pm and week commencing 22 June – Monday to Saturday, 10.00am to 6.00pm.  It is hoped that the unit can be used to promote the Town Council and can also offer assistance to members of the public wishing to complete the Town Plan questionnaires.  Any suggestions on how the Town Council can promote itself through this forum would be welcomed.

· To note the Events being organised 

Councillor Wright outlined plans for the Keighley Krawl Music Festival.  Leaflets promoting Keighley Farmers Market, which launches on Sunday 19 April, were circulated for information.



	2009/44

(M&S)
	ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA

· Terms of Reference – Management & Staffing Committee.



	2009/45

(M&S)
	DATE OF FUTURE MEETING

The next meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee to be held on Monday 27 April 2009 in the Council Chamber.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 6.55pm.
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