MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE MANAGEMENT & STAFFING COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON MONDAY 18 JULY 2011 6.00PM


	2011/45
(M&S)
	PRESENT

Councillor Metcalf [Chair] and Councillors Baxandall, B Hudson, Mitchell, Philip, and A Walker.
In attendance: Mrs. M.E. Bailey.
Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.

Alan Parry – Special Projects Co-ordinator.



	2011/46
(M&S)
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors Brooksbank, S Walker, Ward, Westerman and A Wright.


	2011/47
(M&S)
	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

None.


	2011/48
(M&S)


	MINUTES
Proposed by Councillor B Hudson,

Seconded by Councillor A Walker, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meetings of the Management & Staffing Committee held on 20 June 2011 with agreed amendments, be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.
Keighley Cougars

Further to discussion at the last meeting regarding the Council’s four year sponsorship of the Community Cougars Foundation, it was explained that clarification is still required on several points relating to this matter.  It was agreed that this matter should be discussed further as an agenda item at the next meeting.  Councillor Philip and the Town Clerk were asked to investigate the matter further.


	2011/49
(M&S)
	CLERK’S REPORT
· Staffing Report 
· LG Pension Scheme
A briefing note previously circulated on this matter was discussed.

Proposed by Councillor Philip,

Seconded by Councillor Mitchell, and

RESOLVED

That the Town Clerk should seek further information on this matter before it is discussed further as an agenda item at the next meeting.

· Abolition of Default Retirement Age
Employment briefing on this matter noted.

· To note that the Town Clerk has been accepted by the Minister as a full member of the West Yorkshire Panel for the Quality Parish Scheme
The Town Clerk was congratulated on this significant achievement.  It was agreed that Press Officer should be asked to publish an appropriate good news story highlighting this achievement.

· Freedom of Information Request – Victoria Hall
The Town Clerk explained that in response to a recent Freedom of Information request, Bradford Council has clarified that Victoria Hall has not been sold.  Reassurance has also been provided that should this ever take place a full consultation exercise would take place, which would involve the Town Council.

· Keighley Area Committee Meeting – Thursday 21 July 

The Town Clerk expressed concern that the ‘Parish Council Implications’ section of the Area Committee Reports has been removed and replaced with ‘Ward Implication’.  Disappointment was expressed that there is no mention of the Town Council involvement in any of the projects up for discussion.  

Councillor Mitchell explained that he had also experienced some problems when requesting to speak at this meeting.  It was agreed that this matter should be taken up by the Strategy & Policy Committee and raised strongly at the next Parish Council Liaison Meeting.



	2011/50
(M&S)
	TRAINING:
The following training opportunities were noted.  The Town Clerk stressed the importance of Councillor’s attending training.
· NALC – Larger Council’s Conference and Exhibition – Neighbouring Places – 30 November 2011, Royal National, Hotel.
· Yorkshire RTP for Councillors & Clerks – 23/25 September 2011, Willerby, East Yorkshire.


	2011/51
(M&S)


	KEIGHLEY CIVIC CENTRE AND SPECIAL PROJECTS UPDATE
No further update brought forward.

	2011/51
(M&S)


	MACE BEARER/MAYOR’S STEWARD – REQUIREMENTS FOR ATTENDANCE AT CIVIC VISITS.
It was agreed that current arrangements should continue to be monitored.


	2011/51
(M&S)


	LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION:
· DIS 762:
· Localisation of business rates not enough argues NALC;
Concern was expressed that companies are contacting householders suggesting that their rating bands may be incorrect and implying that they could be entitled to a refund.  The Town Clerk agreed to check the position regarding these companies with Bradford Councils Rate Office.

· Cameron to give new powers to parishes;
It was agreed that this article should be highlighted with Keighley Area Co-ordinator’s Office.

· Whitehall must pay for new burdens on councils.
The government is attempting to keep council tax in England frozen next year by ensuring Whitehall pays for any new burdens imposed on local authorities.
· White Rose Update:
· Councillors Holding Public Office;
A reminder to councillors who have been in office for some time and     particularly for new councillors to help them to understand the important position they hold.
· Future Standards of Conduct of members of Local Authorities in England.

Concern was expressed at the suggestion that NALC will not now be drafting a Voluntary Code of Conduct for Local Councils.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk should query this matter with Sheena Spence and report back to the next meeting.



	2011/52 (M&S)


	ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD BY COMMITTEE CHAIRS WHICH HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR OTHER COMMITTEES:

· Allotments & Landscapes
The Town Clerk provided an overview of recent discussions in relation to which Committee’s remit should include maintaining a watch in brief on footpaths.
Proposed by Councillor B Hudson,

Seconded by Councillor Philip, and

RECOMMENDED
That the responsibility for maintaining a watching brief on footpaths be returned to the Planning Committee and that this matter be a standing agenda item at all Planning Committee meetings.
· Events
The Town Clerk explained that considering the inclement weather conditions, the recent Aire Do weekend was successful and well attended.
· Finance
Nothing brought forward.
· General Purposes
Nothing brought forward.

· Planning
Councillor B Hudson highlighted ongoing planning issues in relation to land at Low Bank, Oakworth.  It was agreed that the Ward Councillors should be made aware of these issues and the matter should be raised with Bradford Council’s Planning Enforcement Officers.
· Strategy & Policy
Nothing brought forward.
· Watch & Transport
Nothing brought forward.


	2011/53
(M&S)


	TO CONSIDER THE COMMITTEE FINANCIAL REPORT

The latest version of the Committee’s Financial Report was noted, having previously been circulated to the Committee.



	2011/54
(M&S)
	ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA

· Russell Street Premises.


	2011/55
(M&S)
	DATE OF FUTURE MEETING

The next meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee to be held on Monday 19 September 2011 in the Council Chamber.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.05pm.
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