MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE MANAGEMENT & STAFFING COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON MONDAY 31 MARCH 2008 AT 6.00PM


	2008/36

(M&S)
	PRESENT

Councillor B Hudson [Chair] and Councillors Brocklesby, Miller [from 6.15pm], Metcalf Mitchell, Morris and Philip.

In attendance: Mrs. M.E. Bailey - Town Clerk 

Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary

Attndg under S/o 52  – Councillors J Newton, Samuels [to 7.20pm], Wilson and Wright.



	2008/37

(M&S)
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor Rhodes.



	2008/38

(M&S)
	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

No disclosures of interest in matters under discussion were given.



	2008/39

(M&S)


	MINUTES

Proposed by Councillor Philip,

Seconded by Councillor Morris, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee held on 25 February 2008 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.



	2008/40

(M&S)
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Minute Secretary left the room whilst this issue was discussed.

· Accommodation Update

Further to discussions at the last meeting, the Town Clerk contacted Eric Felton of Bradford MDC’s Asset Management Department, to share the Committee’s views regarding Town Hall accommodation.  He has responded by saying that the suggestion of Social Services relocating from the Town Hall will be considered, however funding will be a major issue in this.

The Town Clerk will be attending the Town Hall User Group meeting later this week and will highlight the Town Council’s concern at Social Services’ extensive use of the Former Marriage Waiting Room.



	2008/41

(M&S)
	SPONSORSHIP REQUEST – KEIGHLEY BLUES CLUB

A sponsorship request has been received from Keighley Blues Club, who were disappointed at being unsuccessful in their recent Oak Fund application.  Councillor Philip explained that this application had been rejected, as the Finance Committee felt that this was quite a select group and that their events were not open to the general public.  It was agreed that further information was required on the venue of the planned event and also numbers attending and ticket costs.

Proposed by Councillor Philip,

Seconded by Councillor B Hudson, and

RESOLVED

That this sponsorship request be placed on the agenda of May’s Town Council meeting.  The Town Clerk to write to the group to request further details on venue, numbers attending and ticket costs.



	2008/42

(M&S)
	WARD INVESTMENT FUNDS – UPDATE 

Nothing to update.



	2008/43

(M&S)
	LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Councillor J Newton reported from the Local Development Framework Consultation meeting held on Wednesday 19 March.  She explained that the meeting was very well attended, however not a great deal of new information was brought forward.  Those present at the meeting shared the Town Council’s concerns regarding the lack of infrastructure planning linked to the Local Development Framework.  Assurance was given that funding for infrastructure will be forthcoming from various government departments and will follow developments.  However, concern was expressed that this funding is not guaranteed and that other areas will also be bidding for additional funding.  There has been some mention of a Community Infrastructure Levy, which is thought to be similar to the Section 106 funding, however further clarification is required on this.

The capacity of Marley sewerage works is currently unknown.  However, a full investigation has been promised into the natural water passages and drainage issues.  The Town Clerk explained that Yorkshire Water’s New Developments Team have offered to provide a presentation to the Town Council on their plans for the new developments.  It was agreed that a separate meeting should be conveyed to accommodate this as there are a lot of issues to be discussed.  Councillor Mitchell explained that he is becoming so concerned at the apparent lack of planning on key transport and highways issues, that he intends to propose that the Watch & Transport Committee begins to seriously lobby for action.  Councillor J Newton explained that there is a mechanism within the Local Development Framework for elements to be made crucial.  It was agreed that the Town Council must take steps to avoid a potential environmental disaster.

Further documentation should be available online shortly, Councillor J Newton will keep the Town Council updated on developments.  Bradford MDC has indicated that comments on the Local Development Framework will be accepted after the consultation deadline at the end of May.  Councillor J Newton was thanked for her considerable efforts on the Town Council’s behalf. 



	2008/44

(M&S)

	TRAINING

· One day training by Yorkshire Planning Aid on Section 106 monies – 10 April 2008.

· Traffic Management and Parking Conference & Exhibition, Manchester – 11 June 2008.

· SLCC Regional One Day Conference, Cairn Hotel, Harrogate – 12 June 2008.

Anyone interested in attending any of these training events was advised to contact the Town Clerk as soon as possible.



	2008/45

(M&S)
	FUTURE ADMINISTRATION OF TOWN HALL SQUARE

The Town Clerk reported on having written to John Scholefield of Bradford MDC’s Parks & Landscapes Department, providing a synopsis of the work required to bring the Town Hall Square up to standard.  In response to this some work has already been undertaken and six benches replaced.  

It was clarified that the Town Council would be interested in taking responsibility for the Town Hall Square, along with related budgets.  Jane Glaister, Strategic Director for Culture, Tourism and Sport, is currently looking into the process and obligations with Asset Management.  A financial and legal view is also being sought.



	2008/46

(M&S)
	TO DISCUSS AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS
A briefing paper outlining proposed amendments to Standing Orders, recommended by NALC was circulated for consideration.

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,

Seconded by Councillor Philip, and

RESOLVED

That Standing Order 4b be amended to read ‘The Council may not elect any member to be Chairman or Vice Chairman for more than one year, in any electoral term’.

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,

Seconded by Councillor Philip, and

RESOLVED

That Standing Order 4d be added to read ‘The Council may not elect any member to be Chairman or Vice Chairman for more than one year, in any consecutive year’.

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,

Seconded by Councillor Morris, and

RESOLVED

That Standing Order 57a be amended to read ‘[see Order 78 below].

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,

Seconded by Councillor Morris, and

RESOLVED

That Standing Order 75(1) be referred for consideration by the Finance Committee, in light of CIPFA’s recommendations in relation to this issue.

A document relating to the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act was circulated for consideration.  Councillor Wright explained that this legislation has potentially serious implications for the Town Council.  It was agreed that a specific Committee is required to deal with this and other legislation, the Management & Staffing Committee cannot deal with all of these issues.  It was agreed that specific expertise would be required on such a Committee.

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,

Seconded by Councillor B Hudson, and

RECOMMENDED
That in the light of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act, the Town Council considers establishing a Strategy and Policy Committee to assess the implications of all new Government legislation. 



	2008/47

(M&S)


	ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD BY COMMITTEE CHAIRS WHICH HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR OTHER COMMITTEES:

· Finance 

Notes of the Town Clerk’s recent meeting with the Town Centre Manager were circulated for information.  It was explained that these monthly meetings appear to be a successful forum for communication between the Town Council and Town Centre Association.

In relation to discussion heard at the Annual Town Meeting regarding Youth and Community Services in Keighley.  Councillor Philip explained that the Finance Committee would be interested in seeing figures from Bradford MDC’s Youth Service, regarding the level of investment in Keighley.  Councillor B Hudson called for as much support as possible, at a public meeting to discuss this issue, planned for Saturday 5 April, 2.00pm at the St John’s Ambulance Headquarters on Russell Street.

· General Purposes

Councillor Metcalf explained that initial designs for the fencing around the cenotaph in the Town Hall Square, were considered at the Committee’s last meeting.  

· Allotments Report 

Councillor Morris explained that £2,000 has been secured from Bradford Community Housing Trust, to finance raised beds for the disabled at the Arncliffe Road allotment site.

The Town Clerk explained that a request has been received from the college to take on work placements students, to work alongside the Allotments Officer.  Councillor Morris agreed to discuss the implication of this further with the Town Clerk and Councillor B Hudson.

· Planning 

Nothing to report.

· Watch & Transport

Councillor Mitchell explained that as requested at the last meeting, he has worked on a motion to be put forward for discussion at the National Conference in May, relating to traffic issues.  This is to be considered at the Town Council meeting on Thursday 3 April.

Councillor Mitchell explained that further to comments made by Councillor B Hudson at the last Management and Staffing Committee meeting, members of the Watch and Transport Committee had expressed concern at being unable to deal with issues within their wards themselves.  Councillor B Hudson clarified that he would like to see Ward Members informing specific Committees of issues within their wards as a matter of courtesy.



	2008/48

(M&S)
	MONITORING STATEMENT – 26 FEBRUARY 2008

The Committee’s Monitoring Statement dated 26 February 2008 was circulated for information and noted.



	2008/49

(M&S)
	ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA

· Change of name and remit of the Allotments Committee.

	2008/50

(M&S)
	DATE OF FUTURE MEETING

The next meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee to be held on Monday 28 April 2008 in the Council Chamber.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.30pm.
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