MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE MANAGEMENT & STAFFING COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON MONDAY 25 FEBRUARY 2008 AT 6.00PM


	2008/19
(M&S)
	PRESENT

Councillor B Hudson [Chair] and Councillors Brocklesby, Miller [to 7.40pm], Mitchell, Morris, Philip and Rhodes.

In attendance: Mrs. M.E. Bailey - Town Clerk 

Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary

Attending under SO52b – Councillors Heseltine, M Hudson, J Newton, Samuels [to 7.30pm] and A Walker [to 7.30pm].


	2008/20
(M&S)
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

None.



	2008/21
(M&S)
	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

No disclosures of interest in matters under discussion were given.



	2008/22
(M&S)


	MINUTES

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,

Seconded by Councillor Brocklesby, and

RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee held on 28 January 2008 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.



	2008/23
(M&S)
	CLERK’S REPORT
The Minute Secretary left the room whilst this issue was discussed.
· Minute Secretary’s Payment
The proposed increase was agreed in line with the payments made by the                               Area Committee.

· Future accommodation updates

The Town Clerk reported on a recent meeting with Eric Felton, of Bradford MDC’s Asset Management Department.  The Town Council’s frustration at lack of meeting space in the Town Hall was discussed, along with the possibility of the Town Council taking over the Former Marriage Room.  Mr Felton suggested that the Town Council consider relocating to the Old Education Offices in Lawkholme Crescent, and offered to ask Facilities Management to look at potential rental figures for this building. 
It was agreed that for the Town Council to relocate to the Old Education Offices would be a backwards step.  Social Services currently occupy a large proportion of the Town Hall. It was thought inappropriate for such a large department to be based in the building.  New Devonshire House would be an ideal base for Social Services.  It was agreed that a meeting should be requested with Bradford MDC’s Asset Management Officers to discuss the future of Social Services in Keighley Town Hall, and to push for use of the Former Marriage Room.
· Annual Town Meeting

The Annual Town Meeting is due to be held on Wednesday 19th March in Swire Smith Hall at Keighley College.  The theme for the meeting has been suggested as the ‘Future of Youth and Community Services’.  Committee Chairs were reminded that they are expected to speak at the meeting.

· Civic Dinner

The Civic Dinner has been arranged for Friday 11th April at the Newsholme Manor Hotel.  Invites are due to be sent out later this week.


	2008/24
(M&S)
	TO CONSIDER MOTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AT THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN MAY COVERING CONCERNS BROUGHT FORWARD BY ANY COMMITTEE
It was pointed out that if any motions are tabled by the Town Council for discussion at the National Conference, a spokesperson would be required to attend to present the motion.  Councillors Mitchell and Beale are attending the conference.
Councillor Rhodes explained that the acquisition of assets and services is an issue which is being raised nationally by YLCA.

The issue of Electronic Planning Consultations, which was discussed at the Parish Liaison Meeting, is causing serious concern.  This proposal has been brought about by Central Government in an attempt to save on paper.  It would however cause major problems, particularly for the smaller parishes.

Councillor Mitchell suggested that traffic issues were a major area of concern.  Traffic congestion was a major issue in Keighley and was replicated throughout the country.  It was suggested that Councillor Mitchell present a potential motion to be tabled at the National Conference, at the next Town Council meeting.  
Any further issues should be brought to the Town Clerk’s attention as soon as possible.



	2008/25
(M&S)
	SPONSORSHIP REQUEST – DISABILITY SPORTS ACADEMY
Mr Thorne’s funding request received at the February Town Council meeting was circulated for consideration.

Proposed by Councillor Rhodes,

Seconded by Councillor Brocklesby, and

RESOLVED

That a recommendation be put to the Town Council, that £1,000 in sponsorship is awarded to Bradford Disability Sport & Leisure Academy in this financial year  with a review of funding for a further 3 years.


	2008/26
(M&S)
	REPORT FROM PARISH LIAISON MEETING
· Charter Update
The Town Clerk presented the new wording for the Parish Charter, put forward by Bradford MDC and agreed by YLCA:

‘The Local Council will invite their Ward members to meetings and may also invite officers where there is a relevant issue to be discussed.  Bradford Council supports such attendance, subject to availability.  On invitation by the Chair of the meeting and/or in accordance with the appropriate internal local procedures of the Parish or Town Council, Bradford members and officers will be invited to speak at the Local Council’s meetings on matters of mutual interest’.

Proposed by Councillor B Hudson,

Seconded by Councillor Mitchell, and

RESOLVED

That a recommendation be put to the Town Council to accept the revised wording to 5.2 in the Parish Charter, and that the document be signed as soon as possible.
· Standards Committee Election
The Parish Liaison Committee currently has two representatives on Bradford MDC’s Standards Committee.  Due to an increase in workload, brought about by new legislation it is envisaged that an additional reserve representative may be required.  It had been suggested that in order to regulate the process, an election to all three places should be held.  However, it was agreed at the Parish Liaison Committee that the two current members should serve a further 12 months.

· Electronic Consultations [Planning]

The implications of electronic planning consultations are great, particularly for smaller parishes.  It was suggested that the Town Council may be able to access the printing equipment used by the Planning Department within the Town Hall.  The Town Clerk pointed out that even if this was possible, the staff resources needed for this additional work would be considerable.  It was agreed that the cost of a projector and screen upon which to illustrate plans should be investigated.  Any equipment would need to be portable.


	2008/27
(M&S)

	WARD INVESTMENT FUNDS - UPDATE
Councillor Philip reported that there is known to be only £30,000 left within Keighley West Ward.
Councillor Morris explained that £10,000 had been promised for fencing at the Selbourne Grove Allotments Site.



	2008/28
(M&S)
	LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
Councillor J Newton presented a report which she had produced on the Core Strategy issues. This was circulated for information.  

The Local Development Framework would replace the UDP.  It had immense implications for the Keighley District.  It could potentially increase the size of the town by anything between a third and a fifth, which would have a massive affect on facilities and amenities and infrastructure.  

The consultation is currently underway and is due to end on 20 March.  The Town Council must examine the documentation produced and play a major role in the consultation.  Councillor Rhodes explained that there is a lot of documentation coming forward from a number of sources, this being a major national issue.  This work should be done quickly, the office does not have the capacity to deal with this alone.  It was agreed that Councillors B Hudson and J Newton, should work with the Town Clerk on this issue.  The original schedule of consultation events circulated by Bradford MDC did not include a meeting in Keighley.  The Town Clerk raised the Council’s concern at this and an additional meeting was scheduled for Wednesday 19 March, 6.00pm to 9.00pm at the Temple Row Centre.  It was pointed out that the date clashed with the Annual Town Meeting.  It was agreed that the Town Council deserves a separate presentation by the lead officers within Bradford MDC.  A special meeting should then be convened to co-ordinate the Town Council’s response.  Neighbouring Town and Parish Councils should be invited to participate in this process.
It was agreed that the paper circulated by Councillor J Newton should be circulated to all Council members for information.  Councillor J Newton asked that it be noted that this document was very much a work in progress.



	2008/29
(M&S)
	THE STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND – TO CONSIDER THE DIRECTIONS TO BE ISSUED AFTER 29 FEBRUARY:
The Town Clerk talked through correspondence received from the Standards Board for England, dated 21 February.
· Process of mediation between identified members of Keighley Town Council
· Training and guidance on conflict resolution to be offered to all members of the Council with a view to improving working relations between members in future.

Information noted.



	2008/30
(M&S)


	TO RECEIVED MR TONY KILNER’S RECOMMENDATION FOR A MEMBER/MEMBER PROTOCOL
Mr Kilner is currently working on this document, the draft of which should be received shortly for consideration.


	2008/31
(M&S)


	TRAINING
· West Yorkshire Branch of the Society of Council Clerks ‘Improving communications’ – Friday 7 March at Cave Castle Hotel
The Town Clerk explained that whilst this training was organised by the Society of Council Clerks, Councillors were encouraged to attend.  Anyone interested in attending was urged to contact the Town Clerk as soon as possible.


	2008/32
(M&S)


	ITEMS BROUGHT FORWARD BY COMMITTEE CHAIRS WHICH HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR OTHER COMMITTEES:
· Finance 
The notes of the Town Clerk’s recent meeting with Town Centre Manager, Philip Smith were circulated for information.  The Town Clerk is to meet Mr Smith on a monthly basis, to ensure effective communication between the Town Council and Town Centre Association.
In accordance with Standing Order 66, Councillor Philip requested that members of the public and press be excluded from the meeting, due to the nature of business to be discussed.

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,

Seconded by Councillor Rhodes, and

RESOLVED

That the meeting be reopened to members of the public and press, and that normal business is moved.

· General Purposes
A response had been received from Bradford MDC regarding the transfer of cash collections to Post Offices.  This was to be fully investigated and a report would be presented to Bradford MDC’s Executive.

In relation to the Cleaner Keighley Campaign, concern was expressed that an event had been held to launch the education element of this campaign, without the Town Council being invited to attend.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk should raise this issue with the Area Co-ordinator’s Office.

Councillor Rhodes reported that the General Purposes Committee had agreed to allocate up to £3,000 of their 2007/2008 budget to a Town Council Survey.

· Allotments
A discussion was heard on the access route from North Dean Road to the Guard House allotment site.  This was yet to be agreed with Bradford MDC’s Asset Management Department.
· Planning 
Nothing to report.
· The Watch & Transport
Councillor Mitchell explained that National Express East Coast had accepted an invitation to present its vision for the future of the London Train.  An open meeting had been arranged for Monday 17th March, 6.30pm in the Council Chamber.  Other Town and Parish Councils, the Town Centre Association and the Bronte Country Partnership would be invited to attend.

Councillor B Hudson commented that ward members should be reminded to bring issues within their wards to the attention of the appropriate Committee of the Council, as opposed to dealing with issues themselves as a matter of courtesy.



	2008/33

(M&S)
	MONITORING STATEMENT – 7 FEBRUARY 2008

In light of earlier discussion, this item was adjourned for consideration at the next meeting.



	2008/34

(M&S)
	ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA

· Local Development Framework


	2008/35
(M&S)
	DATE OF FUTURE MEETING

The next meeting of the Management & Staffing Committee to be held on Monday 31 March 2008 in the Council Chamber.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.10pm.
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