MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 6.30PM.

2010/98 (GP)
PRESENT
Councillors Rhodes [Chair], Beale, Brocklesby, Philip (from 7.00pm) and S A Walker.

Debbie Spink – Deputy Town Clerk


Claire Cook – Minute Secretary

2010/99 (GP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillors Hudson, Metcalfe, Stack and Wilson.
2010/100 (GP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
No Disclosures of Interest in matters under consideration were declared.

2010/101(GP)
TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22 JULY 2010

Proposed by Councillor S A Walker, 


Seconded by Councillor Rhodes, and


RESOLVED 

That the Minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on 22 July 2010 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman 

Matters Arising

2010/87 – No further correspondence has been received regarding the Community Arts project.
2010/88 – Councillor Rhodes advised that a number of awards had been given locally from Yorkshire in Bloom.

2010/102 (GP)
CORRESPONDENCE BROUGHT FORWARD
· Event 6 October – Keighley Town Centre Association
AN event at the Keighley Arts Factory will be attended by the Head of Regeneration at Bradford.  It was noted that the regeneration of the old college buildings needs to be discussed.  The Deputy Town Clerk will send a memo to all Councillors regarding agenda items to be discussed.  
· Dog Warden Services
A meeting is to be held on 14 October with the head of the Dog Warden service.  An email was received containing the numbers of fixed penalty notices issued from 07/08 to 09/10.  It was noted that the Dog Warden service have no rights to attend to the canal sides.  Councillor Rhodes is to pick this up with British Waterways.  The matter of the by-law requiring dogs to be kept on leads in public places was discussed.  
2010/103 (GP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING 
· Proposed Closure of Keighley Courts
A letter has been sent from the Mayor and the Strategy & Policy Committee. The consultation was closed last week.
· Withdrawal of Free Swimming at Keighley Leisure Centre
A letter of support for free swims has been sent from the Mayor on behalf of the Council.
2010/104 (GP)
TOWN PLAN & POSSIBLE ASSETS THAT COULD BE TRANSFERRED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL 
It was agreed that a synopsis of all actions required from the Town Plan would need to be put together, including the transfer of some services / assets.  The new government is looking to devolve some services or clustering with other local councils.  Councillor Rhodes asked all members to go through the plan to see what needs doing.
On the matter of local parks, Councillor Rhodes advised that funding was tight but grants may still be available and that a way forward may be going into partnership with Bradford.  It was agreed that a one-off meeting regarding parks should be held with all local partners.
It was mentioned that the advertising boards in Victoria Park were taken down by Bradford Council as they were dilapidated, Councillor Rhodes will take this up with the Parks Department.
2010/105 (GP)
MARKET SURVEY
Councillor Beale reported that he had spoken with the traders for an overview and it would seem that rents are the biggest problem.  It was noted that previous attempts to liaise with traders with a view to taking it over from Bradford were blocked by Bradford as it is too profitable.  Subsidised rents for new businesses are also not available. 
Councillor Rhodes agreed to get together a discussion group of town councillors and representatives of the traders and the Town Centre Association to see if there is a way forward.
2010/106 (GP)
FLAGS
It was agreed that the flags in the town hall square were in a bad state of repair.  It was agreed that the existing flags would be washed and the new ones only used for special occasions.
Proposed by Councillor Rhodes, 

Seconded by Councillor Brocklesby, and 

RESOLVED

That four flags and one for the Parish Church (in return for services on Church Green) would be purchased.
2010/107 (GP)
REFURBISHMENT & REPLACEMENT OF STREET FURNITURE
A furniture survey has been completed by the Town Centre Management and money has been found for the repainting of bollards and lights in Low Street and the Bus Station as well as some new seating for Low Street

2010/108 (GP)
TOWN CENTRE STATUES
Councillor Brocklesby reported that the war memorial was missing the RAF.  It was advised that the cost of adding a sign of the RAF would be high and that as a listed building would need to be authorised.
Councillor Brocklesby was asked to get in touch with the RAF Association to see if they could see any way forward.

2010/109(GP)
QUEENS DIAMOND JUBILEE 2012
A number of groups have expressed support for a project to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee including consideration for a fence to be erected around Town Hall Square.  Councillor Rhodes has been looking for external funding though none has been found to date.    
2010/110 (GP)
TO DISCUSS FUTURE BUDGETS
No Monitoring Statement is available this month.  It was suggested that any underspend this year be passed back to the Council to help with any financial restrictions going forward.  
2010/111 (GP)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· To discuss future budgets (November)
· Dog Warden Services meeting

· Chewing Gum clearance 

2010/112 (GP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the General Purposes Committee was confirmed to be Thursday 14 October 2010 at 6.30pm.
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.55pm.
Certified as a true copy:
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