MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON THURSDAY 22 JULY 2010 AT 6.30PM.

2010/84 (GP)
PRESENT
Councillors Rhodes [Chair], B Hudson, Philip, Stack [from 6.40pm], S Walker and Wilson.
Observing – Councillor Morris [from 6.50pm to 7.25pm].

Debbie Spink – Deputy Town Clerk. 

Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.

2010/85 (GP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillors Beale, Brocklesby and Metcalf.
2010/86 (GP)
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

Proposed by Councillor Philip, 




Seconded by Councillor S Walker, and 




RESOLVED


That the Minutes of the meeting of General Purposes Committee held on 17 June 2010 be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

2010/87 (GP)
CORRESPONDENCE BROUGHT FORWARD:

· Correspondence regarding proposed Community Arts Project.
Councillor Rhodes read out an email contact received via the Town Council Website.  It was agreed that Councillor Rhodes and the Deputy Town Clerk should seek further information on the organisation involved.

· Correspondence from Bradford MDC’s Principal Environmental Health Officer.
Councillor Rhodes read out this correspondence regarding a proposed Dog Control Order to cover the whole of the Bradford District.  It was agreed that this was an excellent idea, although concern was expressed regarding Bradford MDC’s ability to enforce anti dog fouling measures.  It was agreed that Councillor Rhodes should draft an appropriate response to Bradford MDC Officers.

· Minutes of Allotments & Landscapes Committee Meeting.

Councillor Rhodes noted the Allotments & Landscapes Committee’s recent proposal to take on responsibility for footpaths, not adjacent to highways.  It was explained that this was a General Purposes or Planning issue and should have been discussed with the Chair of these Committees.  Councillor Rhodes explained that he has raised the issue with Councillor Morris.
2010/88 (GP)
ACTION TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING
· Keighley in Bloom
Councillor Rhodes explained that the Summer judging has now taken place and judges were very pleased with the state of the town.  Results of the judging are expected in September.

· Walkers are Welcome – report on meeting
Councillor Rhodes explained that one meeting has been held to progress this matter.  A further meeting is to be arranged with John Dennis, to complete the relevant paperwork.

· Cenotaph Cleaning Update
Councillor Rhodes explained that the first application of the identified cleaning agent has now been applied.  The situation is to be closely monitored.

2010/89 (GP)
CRITERIA FOR CITIZENSHIP AWARD
It was explained that due to unforeseen circumstances this matter has now yet been progressed.  A meeting of the members identified at the previous meeting, is to be arranged as soon as possible.
2010/90 (GP)
CONSULTATION ON THE RESTORATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF CLIFFE CASTLE PARK
Councillor S Walker reported on the recent meeting of the Cliffe Castle Conservation Group, which is currently in the process of forming itself.  Councillor S Walker talked through the key points of the recent public consultation regarding Cliffe Castle.  It was agreed that Councillors Metcalf and S Walker would keep the Committee updated on developments on this matter.
2010/91 (GP)
PARKS REGENERATION PROJECT
A discussion was had regarding the current lack of funding for such projects, it was agreed that attracting funding for parks would be very difficult in the current climate.  Councillor Rhodes agreed to continue his investigations regarding this matter.
2010/92 (GP)
USE OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS FOR COMMUNITY PURPOSES
Councillor Philip reported on ongoing issues regarding the new Phoenix/Merlin Top School Building at Braithwaite.  It was explained that the new building has raised a number of issues for the Community.  Councillor Philip is working with District Councillor Dredge to address these issues.  Councillor Philip agreed to keep the Committee up to date on development and seek assistance as appropriate.
It was suggested that District Councillor Dredge be invited to a future Town Council Meeting to discuss this and other current issues.
2010/93 (GP)
TO DISCUSS THE TOWN COUNCIL’S RESPONSE RE THE PROPOSED CLOSURE OF KEIGHLEY COURTS
A discussion was had regarding the ongoing consultation and the potential impact of Keighley Courts being moved to Bradford.  It was agreed that this was a wholly unsatisfactory arrangement for the people of Keighley.  A discussion was had regarding potential alternatives to keep the Court open and keep the service local.
It was agreed that the Town Mayor should forward a strongly worded letter to Kris Hopkins MP, copied to the Courts Minister and Eric Pickles MP, outlining the Town Council’s concerns at proposals to remove another service from Keighley.

2010/94 (GP)
POSSIBLE SERVICES AND ASSETS THAT COULD BE TRANSFERRED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL
It was agreed that this matter should be deferred for further consideration at a future meeting.
2010/95 (GP)
TO CONSIDER APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF NAMBA.
It was agreed that Councillor Rhodes would discuss this matter further with the Events Committee and seek full information, before reporting back to the Committee at a future meeting.
2010/96 (GP)
RESOLUTION BROUGHT FORWARD FROM STRATEGY & POLICY
It was agreed that a strongly worded letter should be forwarded to Kris Hopkins MP by the Town Mayor regarding the proposed cut in free swimming at Keighley Leisure Centre.  It was agreed that this would have a detrimental effect on a cross section of the general public and goes against efforts to improve health and wellbeing.
2010/97 (GP)
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Town Centre Statues.

TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the General Purposes Committee is Thursday 23 September 2010 at 6.30pm.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm.
Certified as a true copy:
.................................
4

