MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON THURSDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2011 AT 6.30PM.

2011/14 (GP)

PRESENT
Councillors Rhodes [Chair], Beale, B Hudson, Metcalf, Philip, Stack and S Walker.
Debbie Spink – Deputy Town Clerk.

Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.

2011/15 (GP)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Councillor Brocklesby.
	2011/16 (GP)
	DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

No Disclosures of Interest in matters under consideration were declared.


2011/17 (GP)

MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

Proposed by Councillor Beale, 




Seconded by Councillor B Hudson, and 




RESOLVED


That the Minutes of the meeting of General Purposes Committee held on 20 January 2011 be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.
In response to discussions at the last meeting, Councillor Rhodes explained that he has not yet had chance to meet with John Dennis regarding the ‘Walkers are Welcome’ Scheme.  It was suggested that Councillor Rhodes also contacts Keighley & Ilkley Voluntary Services regarding this matter.
2011/18 (GP)
CORRESPONDENCE BROUGHT FORWARD
Nothing brought forward.
2011/19 (GP)
ACTION TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING
The following actions were noted:

· £1,000 presented to Cliffe Castle Conservation Group.
· Yorkshire Regiment recommended Honorary Citizenship of Keighley by Full Council.
· Letter sent to Dalton Mills regarding security.
· Letter sent regarding Dockroyd Cemetery, Oakworth.
· South Pennine Moorwatch – notices circulated.
2011/20 (GP)
SHOP IN KEIGHLEY CAMPAIGN
A lengthy discussion was had regarding the increasing number of empty retail properties in the Town Centre and the subsequent deterioration in the area.  It was agreed that Councillor Rhodes should discuss issues relating to Keighley Market with Nirmal Bassi at the next Events Committee Meeting.
It was agreed that this matter should be addressed through a partnership approach between the Town Council, Town Centre Association, Bradford MDC Council [Area Committee] and the Airedale Shopping Centre.

Proposed by Councillor B Hudson, 




Seconded by Councillor Beale, and 




RESOLVED


That the above groups/organisations should be invited to attend a meeting to discuss a potential ‘Shop in Keighley’ campaign and the decline in retail within the Town Centre.
Councillor Rhodes agreed to speak to the Town Clerk to arrange a press release, highlighting this step and the Town Council’s concern regarding this matter.

2011/21 (GP)
CONSERVATION OF LISTED AND OTHER BUILDINGS TO PREVENT DETERIORATION.

This matter was again debated in great detail.  It was agreed that Councillor Rhodes should contact Bradford MDC’s Conservation Officers and the Health & Safety Executive to establish the legal position in relation to listed and other buildings.
2011/22 (GP)
KEIGHLEY IN BLOOM – PROPOSAL TO CARRY FORWARD SURPLUS BUDGET FROM THIS YEAR TO 2011/2012 FOR PURCHASE OF MATERIALS
Proposed by Councillor Philip, 




Seconded by Councillor B Hudson, and 




RESOLVED


That the underspend within the Keighley in Bloom budget for 2010/2011 be ringfenced and carried forward into the next financial year.

2011/23 (GP)
TOWN HALL SQUARE
Councillor Rhodes circulated diagrams highlighting the potential railings to be installed in Town Hall Square.  It was explained that these railings would be a replica of those previously in place.  
Councillor B Hudson explained that he had been approached by a member of the public, suggesting that wreath rails should be installed at the Cenotaph.  Councillor Rhodes explained that the Town Council has been advised against this due to the potential for the rails to touch the Centotaph and affect the structure itself.

2011/24 (GP)
QUEEN ELIZABETH II DIAMOND JUBILEE
Councillor Rhodes circulated a briefing note produced by the Town Clerk, following the Launch of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations meeting, held in Leeds on 7 February.
It was suggested that of all relevant parties should be invited to attend an initial planning meeting, to discuss the way forward on this project.

2011/25 (GP)
MONITORING STATEMENT FEBRUARY 2011

It was agreed that any underspend from the Committee’s 2010/2011 budget should be carried forwarded, as a contribution to the Town Hall Square fencing.  This matter to be discussed further at the next meeting when exact figures are known.
2011/26 (GP)

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

Nothing brought forward.
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the General Purposes Committee is Thursday 17 March 2011 at 6.30pm.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm.
Certified as a true copy:
.................................
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