MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON WEDNESDAY 13 OCTOBER 2010 AT 6.00PM.

2010/101 (F)
PRESENT
Councillors Akhtar, Nazam, J Newton [Chair 1-3], Philip [Chair 4-11], and Stack.


Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk



Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary
2010/102 (F)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Councillors G Newton and A Walker.
2010/103 (F)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

No disclosures of interest in the matters under consideration were declared.
2010/104 (F)
MINUTES 

Proposed by Councillor Akhtar, 

Seconded by Councillor J Newton, and


RESOLVED 

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 22 September 2010 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.
Matters Arising

2010/92 – It was confirmed that these items had been purchased with cash and not by the Business card.
2010/97 – A consultation note has been received from Bradford Metropolitan District Council regarding Local Council By-election costs.  The Parish Liaison agreed a strategy for Local Councils to pay the costs attributed to them for Elections held on the same day as the District Council.  However, whilst the arrangements were adopted in the Parish Charter, the Charter makes no mention about the costs of any Local Council By-elections not held on the same day as a District Council election.  The recommendation put forward by BMDC was that a Local Council pays for the costs of any local By-election not held on the same day as a District Election – the proposed effective date for this change would be for By-elections held after 1 April 2011.  The Committee noted the consultation document with interest.
2010/105 (F)
FINANCIAL REPORT
(i) TO NOTE THE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT LISTED IN SCHEDULES 126 AND 126A
SCHEDULE 126
Cheque 2840 – Should be from the Strategy & Policy Committee’s Town Plan budget.

Cheque 2868 – Should be from the Quality Council budget.

Cheque 2835 – Should be from the Strategy & Policy Committee’s Newsletter budget.

Cheque 2844 – The Town Clerk advised that a plumber had looked at the site and confirmed that a new system was needed.  The Allotments Officer is getting three quotes for the work.

Cheque 2832 – It was confirmed that this cheque was for the second feasibility study on the use of the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway as a commuter route.  Funds have been received from the other Parishes involved towards the cost.

Direct Debit (Vodaphone Town Plan Co-ordinator) – Should be from the Strategy & Policy Committee’s Town Plan budget.

Direct Debit (Vodaphone Allotments Officer) – The Town Clerk agreed to check the end date of the contracts.

Proposed by Councillor J Newton,

Seconded by Councillor Nazam, and 



RESOLVED 


The payments be authorised as stated in Schedule 126.

SCHEDULE 126A


The Town Clerk agreed to check a sample group of the Oak and Acorn approvals to ensure the funds were spent as agreed.



Two new Acorn fund applications were tabled for review.

Proposed by Councillor Akhtar,  


Seconded by Councillor Nazam, and



RESOLVED 


The payments be authorised as stated in Schedule 126a.
(ii) TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE RFO:
· Report on financial implications of Project Co-ordinator role
A report had been received from the Financial Adviser.  The Chair pointed out that a large part of the income generated has not yet been invoiced, and many of the duties undertaken were not within the original remit, though specifically directed by Councillors. Councillor Philip agreed to provide a pre-invoice account, look at the Special Projects budget to cover the time spent on the Police Station project, and also to forecast the Project Co-ordinator into the Police Station project for when it goes live.
With regards to continuity, the Chair confirmed that he worked very closely with Mr. Parry.
· To note the External Auditor’s certificate and opinion on Keighley Town Council’s Annual Return for year end 31 March 2010 
The Committee noted the document.
· Monitoring Statement as at 27 September 2010
It was noted that not all members had received a copy of the statement. This was the first statement using the new system..  A new heading was required for the Police Station Project and some figures moved to different headings.
(iii) RBS SOFTWARE
The Town Clerk is to arrange for RBS to visit to resolve technical issues around the system, and to ensure we are using it to its full potential.
2010/106 (F)
TO CONSIDER ANY ITEMS FOR FUNDING BROUGHT FORWARD BY THE TOWN COUNCIL
None.
2010/107 (F)
OAK FUND APPLICATIONS 
· 1st Keighley (Fell Lane) Scout Group
A letter was sent to request further details but the contact is currently away.
Proposed by Councillor J Newton, 

Seconded by Councillor Akhtar, and 

RESOLVED
That the matter be deferred to the next meeting.
· The Oaks Day Centre
It has now been confirmed that the site is to be knocked down and rebuilt.  It was therefore agreed that a letter would be issued to advise that the Council would welcome a further proposal once the rebuild was completed.
2010/108 (F)
TO NOTE ANY RELEVANT LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION

It was noted that from 2011 there is to be a change in the way Parishes can pay for goods / services to allow for internet banking.  Security measures will be built into all new processes.
2010/109 (F)
SPECIAL PROJECTS UPDATE
Councillor Philip tabled new plans from the architect.
2010/110 (F)
CHEQUE LISTS FOR COMMITTEES

The matter was deferred.
2010/111 (F)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Relevant local government information.
2010/112 (F)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Finance Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 10 November 2010 at 6.00pm.
The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7:15pm.
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