MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON WEDNESDAY 09 MARCH 2011 AT 6.00PM.

2011/23 (F)
PRESENT
Councillors Philip – Chair, J Newton, G Newton, Stack and A Walker
Miggy Bailey – Town Clerk

Safia Kauser – 

Alan Parry – Special Projects Co-ordinator

Claire Cook – Minute Secretary
2011/24 (F)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



None
2011/25 (F)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
2011/27 – Councillor G. Newton declared an interest in cheque 2996.
2011/27 – Councillor Philip declared an interest in cheque 3014.

2011/31 – Councillor A. Walker declared an interest in Riddlesden Cricket Club.

2011/26 (F)
MINUTES 
Proposed by Councillor A. Walker, 

Seconded by Councillor J. Newton, and 


RESOLVED 

That the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 09 February 2011 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair, subject to the following amendments.
2011/14 (amendment to resolution):

Proposed by Councillor J. Newton, 

Seconded by Councillor A. Walker, and 

RESOLVED

That the Finance Committee support the shortfall for the Special Projects Co-ordinator from the Special Projects budget.

2011/17 – Last paragraph to be removed.
2011/27 (F)
FINANCIAL REPORT
(i) TO NOTE THE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT LISTED IN SCHEDULES 131 AND 131A
SCHEDULE 131
It was agreed at the previous meeting (2011/15) that any unpaid cheques would be highlighted.  The Town Clerk agreed to mark any cheques on further schedules that were being held for 28 days.

Cheque 3004 – The Town Clerk advised that this cheque was paid quickly as Intermedia was a sole trader.  

Cheque 2981 – Councillor Philip confirmed that there was no additional charge for including the Financial Advisor in the training.

Cheque 3003 – It was confirmed that this invoice was in respect of the 2010 event.  It was also advised that any overspend by the Events Committee would be carried over to the 11/12 budget.  The Town Clerk advised Councillor G. Newton that he took up his concerns with the Events Committee of which he was a member..  

Cheque 3005 – It was confirmed that Keighley needed a Licence to be able to undertake raffles.  It was also noted that any event held with funding from Bradford Council does not need its own Performing Licence.

Proposed by Councillor J Newton,

Seconded by Councillor A Walker, and 

RESOLVED 


The payments be authorised with queries as stated in Schedule 131.

SCHEDULE 131A

Cheque 2980 – The Committee asked to see all income to the Council at future meetings.  The Town Clerk agreed that this could be provided at the next meeting of the Finance Committee.  

Cheque 3008 – The Special Projects Co-ordinator confirmed that he had not committed time to the Braithwaite Social Centre project and had only passed on contact details to relevant parties.  

Cheque 2997 – The Town Clerk confirmed that this was just a partial interest payment on the second PWLB loan.  Future interest and capital payments would be paid by Direct Debit in March and September each year.

Cheque 3014 – The Town Clerk advised that this cheque had been written before it was noted that the group had already received monies within this financial year.  The cheque would be sent in April. 

Proposed by Councillor J. Newton,  


Seconded by Councillor A. Walker, and



RESOLVED 


The payments be authorised as stated in Schedule 131a.
(ii) TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE RFO:
· RBS Software Solutions
The letter and report were noted.  Safia is to receive more training from RBS in May on VAT and the Year End accounts.  
· Update on funds on deposit
The Town Clerk provided an update to the Committee.
· Internal Auditor’s Report on Allotments
The report was noted by the Committee.
· Bank Reconciliation
The bank reconciliation was tabled.
· To note the resignation of the Financial Advisor
The Town Clerk reported that the Financial Advisor would be retiring and leaving at the end of April 2011.
· Section 137 Expenditure limit raise and changes to Account & Audit Regulations
The Committee noted the changes, These changes would be reflected in the accounts system.  
2011/28 (F)
RELEVANT LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
· Parish Liaison – Election Costs
The item would be discussed at the Parish Liaison meeting on the 23 March.  The Parishes were looking to pay for attributable costs rather than the 50% previously proposed.  Costs are to be agreed for May before looking at costs for stand alone elections.  
· Data Transparency Consultation
It has been confirmed that this does include Town and Parish Councils.  

· Councillor Philip confirmed that the new accounts system could produce figures for expenditure over £500.
· The relevance of seeing structures for councils under 10 was queried.

· Councillor allowances / expenses:  It was confirmed that the system could report on travel expenses which should cover this.

· Copies of contracts: None at the minute but will be just one with the Civic Centre which could be shared on the website.

· Policies: Already on the website.

· Constitution: Standing Orders and Minutes.

· Year End Accounts
Councillor J. Newton reported that the Council now has until 30 September to publish its accounts.
2011/29 (F)
TO CONSIDER THE FINANCIAL REGULATIONS WITH AMENDMENTS


It was agreed to further amend 3.7 as stated in Minutes (2011/20) and that all figures should state they are excluding VAT.
Proposed by Councillor J. Newton,

Seconded by Councillor G. Newton, and 

RESOLVED
To approve the Financial Regulations as amended and forward to full council.
2011/30 (F)
TO CONSIDER FUNDING/SPONSORSHIP REQUESTED BY DIAL-A-RIDE
The audited accounts were tabled.   A number of queries were raised.
Proposed by Councillor Philip, 

Seconded by Councillor G. Newton, and 

RESOLVED

That the matter be deferred to the next meeting.  
2011/31 (F)
OAK FUND APPLICATIONS

· 1st Keighley Scout Group
Request was initially received in September 2010 for help replacing windows and three quotes have now been received.  The group have confirmed that they have an annual, open ended lease and that there are no planned works for the next five years.  Requested £1,000 of a £1,500 project cost.
Proposed by Councillor G. Newton, 

Seconded by Councillor J. Newton, and

RESOLVED

That the group would be given £1,000 with caveat that it be used for the windows only.  Also, that the Town Clerk request something for the magazine about the groups that use the space once completed.  
· Riddlesden Cricket Club
It was reported that the renovation of the building was well underway.  A copy of the fire insurance certificate would be forwarded to the Council for noting.

Proposed by Councillor G. Newton, 

Seconded by Councillor Stack, and 

RESOLVED 

That the Riddlesden Cricket Club be granted £1,000.
2011/32 (F)
SPECIAL PROJECTS UPDATE
The Special Projects Co-ordinator reported that contracts had now been exchanged and Keighley Council now own the building.  Part of the Deeds paperwork is still outstanding.  The solicitors invoice has been received at £1,000 (original quote £1,500).  Corporation Purchase Tax of £2,000 will be paid next week.  The last part of the professional fees will be paid in one month following planning approval.
The clearance of the building will cost £900 and will be instructed within four weeks.  It was noted that there were some good quality carpet tiles in situ that community groups may be interested in.  Voluntary organisations would be contacted.
The Tendering Policy document is out to local contractors for their submission within four weeks.  Once the tender documents have been received interviews will take place   Recommendations will then be sent to the Shadow Board for final selection.  The Terms and Conditions state that any sub-contracted companies must be from the Keighley Area.  This will stand until outside works are considered where specialism may dictate which outside companies are used.  This work will be in conjunction with the Conservation  Team.
Recommendations for catering and entertainment contracts will be sent to the Shadow Board in approximately four weeks.  It was likely that it would be November before the building could be handed over to the partnerships to move in.  
2011/33 (F)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Dial-A-Ride
· Committee Report.
· Funds to carry forward (Town Clerk to add to all Committee agenda)

2011/34 (F)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Finance Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 6 April 2011 at 6.00pm.
The meeting was closed by the Chair at 7.40pm.
Certified as a true copy:

…………………………..
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