MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE WATCH & TRANSPORT COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 12 DECEMBER 2011 AT 6.30PM.

2011/129  (W&T)
PRESENT
Councillors Mitchell [Chair], Akhtar, Corkindale, Metcalf, Pedley, Roberts, J Wright and Zaman.
Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.

In attendance:  Sergeant Andrew Simpson.
2011/130 (W&T)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor S Ahmed;  Inspector Wayne Horner

2011/131 (W&T)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None brought forward.
2011/132 (W&T)
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and 




RESOLVED


That the Minutes of the meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee held on 14 November 2011 be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

2011/133 (W&T)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING:
(i) 20 tonnes of grit ordered and delivered, and 11 bins now sited and filled;
(ii) 6 additional grit bins ordered and delivered;
(iii) District Councillor Dredge briefed on Becks Road issues;
(iv) Onsite meeting with Highways Officer, Bruce Andrews at Scott Street to agree location of signs for ‘Sight Airedale’ [Blind Persons Centre];
(v) Neighbourhood Signs installed at Exley Head & Hainworth Wood;
(vi) District Councillor Green contacted as agreed;
(vii) Police and Civil Enforcement Officers notified of parking issues at Bar Lane/Bradford Road junction.
2011/134 (W&T)
POLICE REPORT
Sergeant Simpson talked through the crime statistics for the Keighley Central, West & East Wards as well as the Oakworth Ward for the period between 8 November to 8 December.
Oakworth Ward

7 total crimes including: 1 theft none specific; 2 burglaries other than dwelling; 1 theft from a motor vehicle; 1 theft of a motor vehicle and 2 criminal damage.

	
	Central
	East 
	West 

	Theft
	49
	22
	27

	Burglary
	14
	13
	19

	Assault
	13
	4
	16

	Criminal Damage
	19
	16
	18


Sergeant Simpson updated on Operation Northdale, which aims to highlight the vulnerability of females whilst under the influence of alcohol.  Awareness raising sessions have been held in the Town Centre.  Operation Keycard is also on-going focused on reducing drugs and alcohol-related anti-social behaviour.  The Police are focusing on known hotspots within Central Keighley.
Sergeant Simpson explained that Keighley Police are in need of an additional bicycle, to be used by female PCSOs.

Proposed by Councillor Zaman,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That the Committee purchase a ‘female bicycle’ for use by PCSOs, at a cost of £539.99.
Councillor Mitchell highlighted correspondence received regarding the alleged racist attitude of a local taxi company.  Councillor Mitchell explained that he has forwarded the letter to Bradford MDC’s Hackney Carriage Department and Chief Supt Kennedy.  The Committee approved the action and expressed concern at the reported incident.

Councillor Pedley enquired if Police were aware of any issues with key safes being broken into.  Sergeant Simpson explained that he was not aware of any trends regarding this but agreed to check this out with the Police’s Intelligence Unit.

2011/135 (W&T)
TO NOTE THE POLICE AUTHORITY POLICING SUMMARY

This report was noted, having been previously circulated.  The Committee noted with thanks the efforts of the Airedale & North Bradford Division.
2011/136 (W&T)
TO CONSIDER THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT
The latest Financial Statement was circulated and duly noted.
2011/137 (W&T)
GRIT BINS – UPDATE AND NEW REQUESTS
Councillor Mitchell circulated an update report including the 11 new grit bins now in use.  Councillor Mitchell explained that 7 grit bins were in storage awaiting allocation.  The following were agreed as suitable sites for these grit bins:
· 2 below Hainworth Village;

· 1 at Valley View Close;

· 1 at Strawberry Street;

· 1 at the top of Leach Crescent, Riddlesden;

· 1 at Raglans off Fell Lane – Councillor Pedley to confirm;

· 1 at Windsor Road Oakworth – Councillor Corkindale to confirm.
· 1 (possibly) at Oak Bank Crescent;

2011/138 (W&T)
UPDATE ON LAND OPPOSITE OAKWORTH CO-OP
Councillor Corkindale explained that an agreement has been reached to make this land available for public parking.  Weather permitting it is hoped that work will commence early in the New Year. The Co-op will take responsibility for opening the parking site daily between 7.00am and 10.00pm.
2011/139 (W&T)
TO CONSIDER A PROPOSED DISABLED PERSON’S PARKING PLACE IN WEST LANE
Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Metcalf, and 




RESOLVED

That the Committee supports proposals for a disabled person’s parking place in West Lane.
2011/140 (W&T)
TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF WORTH VALLEY JOINT TRANSPORT COMMITTEE HELD ON 9 NOVEMBER
Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Akhtar, and 




RESOLVED

That the Committee accepts the minutes of the Worth Valley Joint Transport Committee held on 9 November 2011.
2011/141(W&T)
TO CONSIDER THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK PROPOSALS ON THE TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURE AND TO FORMULATE A RESPONSE TO PUT TO THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE
A lengthy discussion took place regarding the potential implications of the Local Development Framework Proposals.  The following points were agreed for forwarding to the Strategy & Policy Committee to form part of the Town Council’s response to the ongoing consultation.
Proposed by Councillor Zaman,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That the Committee questions the need for a new Railway Station at Beechcliffe, given that Metro appears surprised by the proposal, neither the site nor the catchment area has been identified and the approximately £8 million cost (quoted by Metro) seems a huge investment for a facility which may not be required.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor J Wright, and 




RESOLVED

That given that both the A629 and A650 are identified as key routes to be affected by future congestion, the Committee feels that at least two highway improvements are essential:
1. The dualling of Hard Ings Road between the Beechcliffe and B&Q roundabouts;

2. The implementation of some form of one way traffic flow in Keighley Town Centre.

Proposed by Councillor Akhtar,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That in view of the 1,000 additional homes proposed for the 3 Worth Valley villages, Metro should be required to fund a daily Community Rail service on the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway.
It was also suggested that traffic lights at the West Lane / Suresnes Road / Oakworth Road junction may be necessary, given the new developments at North Dene.
2011/142 (W&T)
TO CONSIDER WHAT SERVICES THE TOWN COUNCIL MIGHT TAKE ON UNDER THE LOCALISM ACT E.G. TOURISM, TOWN CENTRE MANAGER, MARKETS, CAR PARKS, HIGHWAYS MAINTENANCE, PLANNING.
Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and 




RESOLVED

That this matter should be deferred for consideration at the next meeting.
2011/143 (W&T)
TO NOTE THE ADDITIONAL JOINT MEETING WITH THE TRAFFIC [ADVISORY] PANEL ON 12 JANUARY 2012
Councillor Mitchell explained that following a recent offer by District Councillor Green to address the Town Council, two meetings have been arranged for Thursday 12 January.  District Councillor Green will speak solely on central Keighley traffic issues to The Watch & Transport Committee and the Traffic [Advisory] Panel at 6.00pm, before addressing the Town Council on regeneration issues across the Parish at 7.30pm.

2011/144 (W&T)
RESIDENT’S PARKING – NORTH QUEEN STREET
Councillor Akhtar reported a request for a resident’s parking permit in North Queen Street.
Proposed by Councillor Akhtar,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED


That a request be made for a resident’s parking permit in North Queen Street.
2011/145 (W&T)
NEWS RELEASE FROM NORTHERN RAIL
Councillor Mitchell reported on a news release from Northern Rail highlighting timetable changes and additional rolling stock from Monday 12 December.  It was explained that 50 additional carriages have been secured, making it possible to strengthen peak services and provide additional journeys.
2011/146 (W&T)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee to be held on Monday 9 January 2012 in the Council Chamber.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.01pm.
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