MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOTMENTS & LANDSCAPES COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 2 AUGUST 2010 AT 6.00 PM.

2010/103 (ALL)
PRESENT
Councillors Morris [Chair], S Walker, Ward, Wilson, Wright and Zaman.
Miggy Bailey – Town Clerk. and Minute Taker.
Lee Senior – Allotments Officer.

2010/104 (ALL)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Brocklesby and Mitchell.
2010/105  (ALL)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.
2010/106 (ALL)
TO CONSIDER THE EVICTION OF A TENANT ON THE GUARDHOUSE ALLOTMENT SITE
The Clerk had circulated a briefing note outlining the situation which had arisen at Guardhouse Allotment site when the Chair of Allotments had challenged a tenant regarding fly tipping.  The briefing note put forward a recommendation from the Allotments Officer supported by the Clerk as to the action to be taken in line with the Tenancy Agreement.
A report was received from Councillor Morris that a tenant had ‘fly tipped’ garden waste.  The members were unclear that garden waste intended for use on a plot represents fly-tipping and it was agreed that this should be discussed in the meeting to determine where a transgression had actually occurred.

Councillor Morris argued that the tenant should be evicted from his plot without further warning and this was in line with the tenancy agreement agreed by the Committee in January 2010 although he agreed that the old agreement did specify that two warning letters were needed.  Members expressed concern that the section had been removed and that tenants could be removed without warning.  They were unaware that the section had been removed from the tenancy agreement.  The Allotments Officer’s report had recommended that a letter be sent to remind the tenant of his obligations under the agreement but it was at the Committee’s discretion as to whether other courses of action be taken.
There were questions of uncertainty as to whether the tenancy agreement held by Councillor Morris was the correct one agreed at the January meeting or whether this was part of a draft originally rejected by the Committee as the one sent to all tenants was different to the one being discussed.

Councillor Morris indicated that the Allotments Officer had refused to evict the tenant on more than one occasion and that the Town Clerk had a prejudicial interest.  

Councillor Wright suggested that the meeting be closed and that the matter be deferred until such time as the concerns raised could be clarified.

The Committee defended the officers at which point Councillor Morris left the meeting.
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Allotments Committee was confirmed as Monday 6 September 2010 at 6.00pm.  

There being no further business, the Vice-Chair Councillor S. Walker in the absence of the Chair closed the meeting at 6.15pm.
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