MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOTMENTS & LANDSCAPES COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 7 JUNE 2010 AT 6.00PM.

2010/69 (ALL)

PRESENT
Councillors Wilson (Chair to 6.05pm) Brocklesby, Morris (Chair from 6.05pm), Mitchell (to 7.00pm), Roberts, S A Walker, Ward, Wright and Zaman.
In attendance – Alan Parry (to 6.40pm), Lee Senior (to 7.00pm)
Claire Cook - Minute Taker.

2010/70 (ALL)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.

2010/71 (ALL)

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.

2010/72 (ALL)
TO APPOINT THE CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR FOR THE ENSUING YEAR
Proposed by Councillor Brocklesby,

Seconded by Councillor Ward, and

RESOLVED

That Councillor Morris be appointed as Chair of the Allotments & Landscapes Committee.

Proposed by Councillor Wright, 

Seconded by Councillor Brocklesby, and 

RESOLVED
That Councillor SA Walker be appointed as Vice-Chair of the Allotments & Landscapes Committee.
2010/73 (ALL)

MINUTES
As some Councillors had not received copies and no copies being available at the meeting the matter was deferred to the next meeting.

Proposed by Councillor Zaman, 

Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 

RESOLVED
That the Chair should receive a copy of the minutes for approval prior to circulation to the Committee.
2010/74 (ALL)
REPORT BY MR LEE SENIOR, ALLOTMENTS OFFICER 
Mr. Senior advised that there were no major problems following his recent leave.
Castle Hills
It was noted that if it was a dry summer more water will be used so it should be expected that costs will rise.

East Morton
Turnover has recently increased – though this is of course bringing down the waiting list.  The allotment is looking very good.  It was noted that the national award scheme has been scrapped for now but Keighley in Bloom and Morton in Bloom still have an allotments section.  

Damens
Useage is increasing.  It was noted that the resolution passed at a previous meeting regarding a photo shoot with Councillor Morris and the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway had not yet taken place, Councillor Morris agreed to take this forward.

Guardhouse
One of the plots being considered for relocation has invested a substantial amount in it and would therefore need to be moved to an equal if not better plot.

Granby Drive
Mr. Senior advised that there is one plot with which he is currently unhappy but is sending letters to resolve this.

Hard Ings
There is now only one plot that remains vacant at present.

Selbourne Grove
One plot currently has dogs on it, the tenant has agreed to have them moved.  

Utley

The path is still to do and this should be arranged this week.  Tenants will be notified of the works in advance to avoid disruption.  

Marley
Councillor Mitchell advised that he had passed Mr. Senior’s contact details on to the organisers of the Keighley Agricultural Show as they had approached him to use water facilities at the adjoining allotments.  The Committee agreed that this arrangement should be upheld, but acknowledgment should be sought.
2010/75 (ALL)
SPECIAL PROJECT – KEIGHLEY CIVIC CENTRE
Mr. Parry advised that he had met with representatives from the Police today.  The North Street proposal will go forward for Lottery funding in the last week of August.  It was noted that the Arcade was no longer going forward as restoration would be too costly, and other buildings on North Street have been removed as the landlords would not invest any money.  As such the Civic Centre is the only project going forward.  The Grade 2 listed part of the building could attract 60% of the renovation costs.  It was also noted that if Keighley Council did not take the project forward the regeneration was unlikely to happen.  

Councillor Zaman advised that he was in full agreement with the Keighley News that this development has been very well put together and would be of great benefit to Keighley.  

It was noted that the garaging area would be suitable to replace the current storage which is paid for.  Also, that it would be good for storage of one vehicle and part of the building could be used as an allotments office. 

The Committee agreed that this project should benefit the town a lot and bring into use a lovely building and give the town a focal point.  It was also noted that many in the town would not want the Council members to stop using the Town Hall and especially the Council Chamber.  

It was noted that any requests for space at the new Civic Centre should be addressed to the Town Clerk should the Council agree to go ahead with the project.
2010/76 (ALL)
TO AGREE ON A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE COMMITTEE TO TAKE FORWARD DAMENS NATURE TRAIL
Proposed by Councillor Zaman, 

Seconded by Councillor Brocklesby, and 

RESOLVED 

That Councillor Wright take forward Damens Country Park and Damens Nature Trail, and that the matter should be a standing item on the agenda going forward.
2010/77 (ALL)
INFORMATION REQUEST TO ASSET MANAGEMENT FOR OLD ALLOTMENTS ON MAYFIELD ROAD

Councillor Morris sent the request and advised that it is looking favourable, and a decision should be received mid-week.  The Town Clerk will be asked to issue a memo when the Council is notified of the decision.

2010/78 (ALL)
UPDATE ON STATUTORY ALLOTMENTS AT WOODHOUSE

Councillor Morris advised that he had spoken with the department and a decision is expected ASAP.  220 allotments could be allocated on this land.
2010/79 (ALL)
UPDATE ON LAND AT LARCH STREET, SPRING BANK
This is currently with Asset Management who are waiting to see if they can pass on the land or is to be used for building.  It was noted that two of the plots are not owned by Bradford Council.  The matter is ongoing.  

2010/80 (ALL)
TOWN HALL SQUARE 

It was advised that the old plants had been removed and are now awaiting summer planting.  More top soil has been added.  Two more beds are to be added to the Cavendish Street side.  Should the record be broken in October it could be promoted with October Fest.  

2010/81 (ALL)
TO DECIDE A WAY FORWARD WITH REGENERATION OF GUARDHOUSE ALLOTMENTS
Mr. Parry reported that he was approached five months ago by someone involved in the Todmordon vegetable growing project who wanted to set up something similar in Keighley.  In Communities were approached and it was agreed to move forward with “Growing Keighley” in partnership with them. This project was to use part of the Guardhouse allotments.  A Shadow Board was created and further organisations were approached who expressed interest in supporting the project.  The In Communities representative has since been moved into a different post and no replacement has been assigned to this project, which has since stalled.  

Keighley College would like to be involved and offer accredited courses which could be of help to the site, and several organisations have pledged community workers to help create and sustain the site.  

There are four plots on the bottom site that would need to be accommodated in the top site, but then this would all be available for the project.  The project is designed to be self sustaining due to sale of vegetables and possibly box hedging.  

Mr. Parry confirmed that all interested parties would still go forward without In Communities but a Constitution and plan would be needed before any commitment would be made.  

Mr. Parry also shared a document received from the NHS requesting that the Council let them know of their plans to tackle obesity, healthy living etc and this would fit in with that.  

It was felt the Vice Chair should be involved in leading this project should it go ahead to ensure the Committee’s full involvement.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts, 

Seconded by SA Walker, and 

RESOLVED
The Committee proposed in principle to instruct the Special Projects Officer to take the lead on the Guardhouse Project (Growing Keighley) with all interested parties to reinstate the project and move it forward.
2010/82 (ALL)
TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FOR TOP SOIL FOR RAISED BEDS AT ARNCLIFFE

Proposed by Councillor Roberts, 

Seconded by Councillor Mitchell, and 

RESOLVED
That Mr. Senior be asked to add top soil to the raised beds at Arncliffe.
2010/83 (ALL)
TO DISCUSS REQUIRED SUMMER HOURS FOR ALLOTMENTS OFFICER
It was noted that the Allotments Officer did not have enough hours to be able to complete all required tasks.

Proposed by Councillor Wright, 

Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 

RESOLVED
That Councillor Morris makes arrangements for the Demand Response Officer and Allotments Officer to cover an additional 8 hours per week until 21st October 2010.

2010/84 (ALL)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

· Minutes of the meeting 17 May 2010

· Guidelines for summer and winter work – allotments officer

· Monitoring statement

· Updates on Larch Street, Woodhouse, Mayfield Road

· Damens Country Park & Damens Nature Trail
2010/85 (ALL)

TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Allotments Committee was confirmed as Monday 5 July 2010 at 6.00pm.  

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.15pm.
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