MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOTMENTS & LANDSCAPES COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2011 AT 6.00 PM.

2011/84 (ALL)

PRESENT
Councillors S Walker [Chair], Baxandall [to 6.45pm], Mitchell, Stack and Ward, Westerman and A Wright.
Miggy Bailey – Town Clerk.

Lisa Richmond – Minute Taker.
One member of the public [to 6.20pm].
2011/85(ALL)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Lee Senior – Allotments Officer.

2011/86  (ALL)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.
2011/87 (ALL)

MINUTES
Proposed by Councillor Baxandall,
Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 




RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of Allotments Committee held on 3 October 2011 be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.
Councillor Mitchell explained that there is currently no further update on the Police’s recommendations in relation to security at the Guardhouse Alllotment site.  Councillor Mitchell will be following this up with the Police at next week’s Watch & Transport Committee.
2011/88 (ALL)
REPORT BY MR LEE SENIOR, ALLOTMENTS OFFICER
In the absence of Mr Senior, Councillor S Walker circulated and talked through his report for October 2011.
In relation to the litterbin required for the Bronte Turning Circle site, Councillor Westerman agreed to obtain a price from a recommended supplier.

It was agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to the Scouts and Haworth & Worth Valley Rotary Club, in recognition of their efforts at the Oakworth Sensory Garden.

2011/89 (ALL)
CASTLE HILLS ALLOTMENT SITE
· To consider a request by a plot holder to erect a further building to house pigeons, size 18” x 6” [contrary to the maximum size allowed under the Tenancy Agreement].
Councillor S Walker read out a briefing note compiled by the Allotments Officers in relation to this matter.  It was noted that some members of the Committee had only previously had sight of the first page of the briefing note.
The plot holder concerned attended the meeting, to put his version of the events and views to the Committee.  Concern was expressed that a number of other plots on the site have large buildings and this is the first one needing to be replaced since the Town Council took on responsibility for the allotments sites. 
Councillor Mitchell pointed out that the Committee’s priority has to be to provide land for people to grow things.  It was suggested that if pigeon enthusiasts are experiencing problems being located on allotment sites, consideration should be given to identifying an alternative site with suitable facilities.
Proposed by Councillor A Wright,
Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 

RESOLVED

That this matter be deferred for consideration at the next meeting, allowing the Committee to carry out a site visit at 10.00am on Saturday 12 November 2011.

2011/90 (ALL)
GUARDHOUSE ALLOTMENT SITE
· External funding bid has been successful – funding to be allocated for additional topsoil, minor improvements to the roadway, a new access path to the NHS area already allocated and the removal of fly tipping.
· Recommendation that a locking bean style gate be sourced through external funding, to prevent unauthorised vehicle access;
Proposed by Councillor Westerman,
Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 

RESOLVED

That the external funding secured should be spent as recommendation by the Allotments Officer and as outlined in the funding application.
2011/91 (ALL)
FORMER CEMETERY ON DOCKROYD LANE, OAKWORTH - UPDATE 
The Town Clerk reported on a lengthy conversation with Bradford MDC Planning Enforcement Officers regarding this matter.  It was explained Bradford MDC currently has no funding available to undertaken the restoration work and Planning Officers cannot see the situation changing at present.
It was noted that Councillor B Hudson is currently progressing this matter through the Planning Committee.  It was agreed that the Allotments & Landscapes Committee should maintain a watch in brief regarding further developments.

2011/92 (ALL)
DAMEMS COUNTRY PARK UPDATE
No further update brought forward.  The Town Clerk explained that the Area Co-ordinator’s Office has not yet convened the meeting which was cancelled in September.  It was agreed that Councillor S Walker should seek to progress the matter, through direct dialogue with Keighley & Worth Valley Railway.
2011/93 (ALL)
UPDATE ON B-INVOLVED PROJECT
No further update brought forward, in the absence of Mr Senior.
2011/94 (ALL)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
Nothing brought forward.
2011/95 (ALL)
TO DISCUSS THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT
The Committee’s Financial Report was noted, having been previously circulated.
2011/96 (ALL)
TO CONSIDER THE BUDGET FOR 2012/2013
Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,
Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 




RESOLVED

That the Allotments & Landscape Committee request a budget of £20,000 for 2012/2013.
2011/97 (ALL)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING
· To give consideration to Stepping Stones being provided in Town Hall Square;
· Land at Hainworth Wood Road;

· To further consider a request by a plot holder to erect a further building to house pigeons, size 18” x 6” [contrary to the maximum size allowed under the Tenancy Agreement].

TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting confirmed as Monday 5 December 2011 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.15pm.
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