MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOTMENTS & LANDSCAPES COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 7 FEBRUARY 2011 AT 6.00 PM.

2011/01 (ALL)

PRESENT
Councillors Roberts [Chair], Baxandall, Brocklesby, Mitchell, Roberts, Ward and Westerman.
Miggy Bailey – Town Clerk.

Lee Senior – Allotments Officer.

Alan Parry – Special Projects Officer [to 6.45pm].

Lisa Richmond – Minute Taker.

2011/02 (ALL)

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillors S Walker and Wright.
2011/03  (ALL)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.
2011/04 (ALL)

MINUTES
Proposed by Councillor Ward,
Seconded by Councillor Brocklesby, and 




RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of Allotments Committee held on 6 December 2010, be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.
2011/05 (ALL)
REPORT BY MR LEE SENIOR, ALLOTMENTS OFFICER 
Mr Senior circulated and talked through his report for December 2010/January 2011, dated 01 February 2011.
Mr Senior reported on a recent meeting with Councillor Metcalf at the Bronte Driving Turning Circle, at he offered advice regarding this area of land.  The Town Clerk added that she has recently been contacted by Keighley Area Co-ordinator’s Office regarding a possible £2,000 to £2,500, which may be available for this area.  It was acknowledged that this was a very interesting project and the Council may be in a position to look at taking this area on.  Mr Senior and the Town Clerk agreed to report back on further developments.

2011/06 (ALL)
REPORT BACK ON ‘HOG HOLES’ SITE AND ‘HOLDEN PARK’ SITE FOLLOWING DISCUSSIONS WITH RICHARD SCHOFIELD OF BRADFORD COUNCIL
The Town Clerk circulated a briefing note outlining recent discussions regarding these two sites.  
In relation to Hogg Holes it has been agreed by both the Allotments Officer and Bradford MDC’s Asset Management that this site is unsuitable for allotment land.

There was some disagreement regarding the potential for allotment use at Holden Park.  The Allotment Officer expressed an opinion that this was very useable land, however Asset Management Officers disagree due to perceived issues with vehicular access.  Bradford Council also been stated that as the public has had unrestricted use of the land it will have the status of public open space and as such could not be fenced off.  Councillor Mitchell agreed to seek a formal response from Community Groups within Oakworth, regarding this matter.  Mr Senior agreed to look further at potential access to this site.
2011/07 (ALL)
TO CONSIDER FURTHER THE PROPOSALS FOR GUARDHOUSE ALLOTMENT SITE
Further to discussion at the last meeting, Mr Parry explained that he had been working with Mr Senior on proposals for a scaled down version of the Guardhouse Project.  It was explained that by developing half of the site first, the project becomes much more affordable and achievable in the current climate.  

Mr Parry explained that to clear and fence half of the site, including the removal of all asbestos material and relocation of four tenants, would cost the Council £27,480.  Further development of the rest of the site could then be considered at a later date.  Mr Parry explained that all interested groups remain very keen to move forward on this project.
Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,
Seconded by Councillor Ward, and 




RESOLVED

That the development of the Guardhouse Allotment site be financed using the balance of the £35,000 received from the sale of the Skipton Road Allotment site. This funding could only be used for capital projects.  The residue of the Committee’s 2010/2011 budget also to be ringfenced and carried forward for this project.



2011/08 (ALL)
FORMER CEMETERY ON DOCKROYD LANE, OAKWORTH, POSSIBLE TRANSFER FROM BRADFORD COUNCIL
The Town Clerk reported on recent developments regarding the former Cemetery.  The Town Clerk explained that Bradford MDC’s Conservation Officers had suggested that the Town Council could pay for the required works at a cost of £15,000, plus legal costs and then consider purchasing the land.  The General Purposes Committee had agreed that whilst the Town Council might consider taking on the Cemetery it was not prepared to buy it or pay for any work as had been suggested.  The Clerk had written to the Conservation Officer accordingly and was awaiting a response.  The Committee agreed that this level of cost to the Town Council was unacceptable.  

However, it was agreed that this is an asset that the Community would be keen to see retained.  It was agreed that Town Council Officers should continue to investigate all options around asset transfer.

2011/09 (ALL)
REPORT BACK ON THE BUDGET FOR 2011/2012 FOR THE ALLOTMENT & LANDSCAPES COMMITTEE
Further to the budget resolution at the last meeting, it was explained that Councillors Philip and S Walker had met and it had been agreed subject to the Committee’s acceptance that the Allotments & Landscape Committee would not receive a budget from the precept for 2011/2012.  The Town Clerk talked through the funding that would be available to the Committee from other sources.
Proposed by Councillor Ward,
Seconded by Councillor Baxandall, and 




RESOLVED
That the Allotments Committee receive no budget for 2011/2012.

2011/10 (ALL)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING
· Consideration of potential allotment land at the top of Devonshire Street;

· Update on Damems Country Park and consideration of a litterbin for this area;

· Pear Technology Mapping System.

TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Allotments Committee was confirmed as Monday 7 March 2011 at 6.00pm.  

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 6.50pm.
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