MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ALLOTMENTS & LANDSCAPES COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 5 DECEMBER 2011 AT 6.00 PM.

2011/98 (ALL)

PRESENT
Councillors S Walker [Chair], Baxandall, Mitchell, Westerman and A Wright [from 6.05pm].
Attndg under S/O 52: Councillor Brooksbank.

Miggy Bailey – Town Clerk.

Lee Senior – Allotments Officer.

Lisa Richmond – Minute Taker.
2011/99  (ALL)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillors Azad, Stack and Ward.
2011/100  (ALL)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
None.
2011/101 (ALL)
MINUTES
Proposed by Councillor Westerman,
Seconded by Councillor Mitchell, and 




RESOLVED

That the Minutes of the meeting of Allotments Committee held on 3 November 2011 with the following amendment, be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.
2011.87 (ALL) add:

The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from Councillor Roberts resigning from the Committee.  The resignation was noted but the Committee requested details of her reasons for doing so.  The Town Clerk explained that Councillor Roberts had stated that she had resigned from the Committee, due to being unable to work with Councillor Westerman.  Councillor Westerman expressed disappointment at this decision.

2011/102 (ALL)
REPORT BY MR LEE SENIOR, ALLOTMENTS OFFICER
Mr Senior circulated and talked through his reported dated November 2011, including an appraisal of fencing requirements for the allotments site.  It was explained that Mr Senior had been asked to undertake this work, to support the Committee’s budget request.  It was agreed that Mr Senior would establish ball park costings for the required work.  

It was agreed that tenants at Castle Hills should be asked to remove all razor wire and barbed wire at eye level from the site.  The issue of fencing to be discussed further as an agenda item at the next meeting.
2011/105 (ALL)
CASTLE HILLS ALLOTMENT SITE
· To consider a request by a plot holder to erect a further building to house pigeons, size 18” x 6” [contrary to the maximum size allowed under the Tenancy Agreement].
Following the recent site visit, this matter was discussed in some detail.  Councillor Mitchell highlighted the usefulness of the recent visit and suggested that the Committee undertakes site visits on a regular basis.

Proposed by Councillor S Walker,
Seconded by Councillor Mitchell, and 

RESOLVED

That under the present Tenancy Agreement, the tenant’s request to erect a further building to house pigeons size 18” x 6”, be refused on the grounds that it is too large and does not comply with the terms of the tenancy.  That tenants should be permitted to retain buildings already in place, until they become damaged beyond repair.
2011/106 (ALL)
GUARDHOUSE ALLOTMENT SITE
In relation to the lack of facilities at this site, it was suggested that the use of facilities at the Braithwaite People’s Centre, be discussed with Councillor Philip.
In relation to security on the site, Councillor Mitchell explained that he has been contacted by a Crime Prevention Officer, who would be happy to assess security on the site.  It was agreed that Police’s appointment would still be useful.

2011/107 (ALL)
DAMEMS COUNTRY PARK UPDATE 
No update brought forward.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would chase progress on this in the New Year.  It was noted that funding for this project could be sourced from the Queen Elizabeth Playing Fields pot and this should be looked into.
2011/108 (ALL)
UPDATE ON B-INVOLVED PROJECT
No update brought forward.
2011/109 (ALL)
BRONTE TURNING CIRCLE
Potential costings for a litterbin for this site were provided.  Councillor S Walker explained her understanding that there is already a litterbin on the site, it was agreed that Councillor S Walker would undertake a site visit to establish the position.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would also discuss potential litterbin emptying arrangements with Bradford MDC Officers.
2011/110 (ALL)
TO CONSIDER ITEMS IN THE TOWN PLAN WHICH ARE RELEVANT TO ALLOTMENTS TO BACK UP THE BUDGET REQUEST
It was agreed that the fencing requirements for allotment sites sufficiently support the Committee’s budget request.  It was pointed out that the provision of allotments is currently the Town Council’s only statutory duty.
2011/111 (ALL)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
· Local Development Framework – to consider the impact on allotments and open spaces and to formulate a response to put to Strategy & Policy;
Proposed by Councillor S Walker,
Seconded by Councillor Mitchell, and 

RESOLVED

    In relation to the Local Development Framework consultation, the Allotments & Landscapes Committee requests that provision is made for adequate allotments and open spaces, wherever additional dwellings are erected.  

· To note 769/14 – Colne Valley declares food independence.
2011/112 (ALL)
TOWN HALL SQUARE
Councillor Mitchell explained that the grit bin for Town Hall Square is to be put in place tomorrow.  It was agreed that a suitable site should be identified.
The Town Clerk explained that she has spoken to the contractor and requested that appropriate stepping stones are placed in Town Hall Square.

Proposed by Councillor Baxandall,
Seconded by Councillor S Walker, and 

RESOLVED

That the General Purposes Committee be approached to consider funding to cover the cost of stepping stones for Town Hall Square.

2011/113 (ALL)
TO DISCUSS THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT
The Committee’s Financial Report was noted, having been previously circulated.
2011/114 (ALL)
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING
· To consider rents 2012/2013.
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting confirmed as Tuesday 3 January 2012 at 6.00pm in the Council Chamber.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.15pm.
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