MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE STRATEGY & POLICY COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE BRIGG ROOM, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY ON 11 JANUARY 2012 AT 6.00PM.

2012/01 (SP)
PRESENT
Councillors Ward [Chair] and Brooksbank, Corkindale, Rogan, Simpkin, S A Walker and Wright
Councillors Mitchell and A Walker – Attending under Standing Order 52
Mrs M Bailey – Town Clerk


Mrs C Cook – Minute Secretary

2012/02 (SP)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Councillors Philip and B.Hudson. 
2012/03 (SP)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
No disclosures of interest were declared in the matters under discussion.
2012/04 (SP)
MINUTES

Proposed by Councillor S A Walker, 


Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and


RESOLVED 


That the Minutes of the meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee held on 23 November 2011 be approved as a correct record of the proceedings and signed by the Chair.

2012/05 (SP)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE LAST MEETING


The Mayoral Consultation had been completed and submitted as discussed.
2012/06 (SP)
LOCAL GOVERNMENT INFORMATION UPDATE
· DIS – Issue 772 & 773
772/01 – Localism Bill.  Councils have been urged to use the powers now available to them under the Bill.  It was felt that all committees should be looking at what they could do under these new powers and the Town Clerk confirmed that this was to be discussed at a future Management & Staffing Committee.  

Proposed by Councillor Corkindale, 

Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 

RESOLVED

That a standing item be on all committee agendas to look at what services we want to take from the principal authority providing that they are as near as possible cost neutral.

772/08 – Localism; concern that it is just a cover for cuts.  Noted.

772/12 – Flood defence funding reduced but Bradford Council have advised that they are to do more regarding flood defences in recent literature.  It was also reported that Bradford Council are in discussions with Yorkshire Water regarding flood defences currently.  
773/11 – Public sector workers pension increase and pay freeze; Councillors to be aware of the impact on staff.
773/14 – The Big Lunch (3 June 2012); to pass to Events Committee.  
2012/07 (SP)
MEET UP CAFÉ 
Councillor Simpkin gave an update on his research so far and is to pass the information over to Councillor Rogan.
Proposed by Councillor Wright, 

Seconded by Councillor Corkindale, and 

RESOLVED

That Councillors Rogan, Simpkin and Ward take the project forward as appropriate.
2012/08 (SP)
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING REGULATIONS CONSULTATION
Councillors Ward and Corkindale prepared responses to the consultation which were discussed by the Committee.  It was agreed that Councillors Ward and Corkindale would work together to draw up a formal response to the consultation.  
2012/09 (SP)
PROTOCOLS BEING LOOKED AT
It was noted that the Town Clerk had requested legal guidelines from NALC on the Bribery Act which had not yet been received.
2012/10 (SP)
TO CONSIDER 
· The new Register of Interests form
A discussion was heard around the possible benefits and limitations of the proposed document.  The members were asked to keep reviewing it and Councillor Mitchell agreed to feed back any updates from Bradford Council.
· Person / Prejudicial Interests - Pre-determination

An ACAS update was circulated for information.  Councillor Mitchell shared an incident which occurred at a neighbouring council which had been brought before the Standards Board and the lessons learned.  
2012/11 (SP)
TOWN COUNCIL MAGAZINE
It was agreed that the summer (June) issue should be centred on the Jubilee celebrations.  It was agreed that the members should ask young people’s community groups in their local area for creative writing pieces / pictures for this issue.  The Town Clerk agreed to contact local schools and share a list of issues and deadlines for the year as available.
2012/12 (SP)      
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
Councillor Corkindale tabled an application for development that he had written for Oakworth which would be submitted to the local planning authority.  The process does not come into force until April and goes through to 2028.  Councillor Corkindale advised that if the application goes through and Oakworth is designated as an area then the village can move forward with a meeting and start to plan.  It was also reported that when social housing is built the ‘right to buy’ will be removed from the development.  It was also noted that the principal authority are obliged to assist with infrastructure.  
It was agreed that Councillor Simpkin would draw up an application for East Morton and Councillor Wright would begin to draw up an application for Keighley based on Councillor Corkindale’s template. 

2012/13 (SP)
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
Comments for the Council’s corporate response regarding the framework have been received from Finance, Watch & Transport, Allotments and General Purposes including:

· Badly thought out strategy.
· Doesn’t take local developments including the college, Civic Centre and Central Hall into consideration.

· Need to say what we want from Keighley.

· Include notes from LDF meeting on 10 January 2012.

· Public realm improvements.

· Infrastructure needs to be in place first.  Issues around junction for A650 and A629 – essential that this is dealt with as Keighley already very congested.

· Rail infrastructure – large increase expected and need Worth Valley Commuter line operational.
· Should be wary of building on flood plains and soak away land.

· Keighley Council should support the development of an interchange at Steeton.

It was noted that the deadline had been extended to the end February 2012.  Bradford Council are discussing the need for a cluster meeting for Keighley and the committee agreed that this would be beneficial.  It was also noted that councillors could respond to the consultation individually and should do so.  
2012/14 (SP)      
TO NOTE THE FINANCIAL COMMITTEE REPORT


The financial report was noted.

2012/15 (SP)      
TO BRING FORWARD ANY MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING:

· Protocols being looked at
· Standing Orders

· Parish Charter

2012/16 (SP)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

The date of the next meeting of the Strategy & Policy Committee was confirmed as Wednesday 15 February 2012 at 6.00pm in the Brigg Room.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7.35pm.
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