MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE WATCH & TRANSPORT COMMITTEE OF KEIGHLEY TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, KEIGHLEY, ON MONDAY 14 MARCH 2011 AT 6.30PM.

2011/32  (W&T)
PRESENT
Councillors Mitchell [Chair] and Councillors Ahmed, Akhtar, Brooksbank, Roberts, Westerman and Zaman.

Lisa Richmond – Minute Secretary.

In attendance:  Inspector Horner [to 7.30pm],

Mr Michael Baglio [to 6.50pm].

Councillor Mitchell reported on having attended the recent funeral of former PCSO Martin Bell, who had previously served in the Keighley area before joining the Army.  The funeral was a very sad affair held at Bradford Cathedral.

2011/33 (W&T)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillors Ali and Hussain.

Councillor Huxley – Haworth Cross Roads & Stanbury Parish Council.

2011/34 (W&T)
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
Councillor Ahmed declared a personal interest in discussions regarding the 812 Bus Service and as such abstained from voting on this matter.

2011/35 (W&T)
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

In relation to Minute 2011/20 (W&T) it was noted that Sergeant Marshall reported to the meeting not Inspector Horner as stated in the minutes.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Akhtar, and 




RESOLVED


That the Minutes of the meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee held on 14 February 2011 with agreed amendments, be approved as a true record of the proceedings and signed by the Chairman.

2011/36 (W&T)
ACTIONS TAKEN SINCE THE LAST MEETING:
(i) On-site meeting with Highways Officer Keith Escritt regarding signage and traffic calming on Ingrow Lane at entrance to Oakbank School.
(ii) Letter of support sent to Bradford Cross-Rail Project.
(iii) Councillor Huxley invited to address the next meeting.
(iv) Highways Officers informed of support for waiting restrictions at Thwaites.
(v) Informal conversations held with Mr Stuart Hastings as agreed.
(vi) Letter sent to District Council in support of proposals to adopt 20mph zone in residential streets District Wide.
2011/37 (W&T)
TO RECEIVE A PETITION REGARDING ON STREET PARKING CHARGES FROM MR MICHAEL BAGLIO.
Mr Michael Baglio introduced himself to the meeting as owner of a small business trading in Cavendish Street.  Mr Baglio passed a petition of 128 signatures opposed to Bradford MDC’s proposals for on-street parking charges in the Town Centre.  It was explained that the business owners in Cavendish Street are almost unanimous in their opposition to these proposals.  It is feared that the proposals will have a seriously detrimental affect on local traders.  [Mr Bagio’s petition letter is attached at the end of the minutes]

Proposed by Councillor Zaman,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That The Watch & Transport Committee accepts and supports the petition in opposition to proposed on-street parking charges in Keighley Town Centre.

Proposed by Councillor Brooksbank,




Seconded by Councillor Ahmed, and 




RESOLVED

That the Town Clerk is asked to establish full details of Bradford MDC’s proposals for on-street parking charges in Keighley Town Centre as a matter of urgency.

Mr Baglio thanked the Committee for its support and the agreed action.

Proposed by Councillor Westerman,




Seconded by Councillor Brooksbank, and 




RESOLVED

That Councillor Mitchell works with the Town Council’s Press Officer on an appropriate press release regarding this matter.

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,




Seconded by Councillor Zaman, and 




RESOLVED

That the Town Clerk is requested to contact Silsden Town Council and Ilkley Parish Council, to establish their views in relation to the proposed on-street parking charges.

2011/38 (W&T)
POLICE REPORT

Inspector Horner addressed the meeting, highlighting the following recent crime statistics for February:

	Ward
	Central
	East
	West

	Robbery
	2
	1
	0

	Burglary – Dwelling
	5
	4
	2

	Theft of a motor vehicle
	1
	1
	2

	Theft from motor vehicle
	22
	10
	5

	Shoplifting
	27
	
	


Inspector Horner explained that 12 of the thefts from motor vehicles involved the theft of number plates and 2 related to fuel theft.  It was explained that this issue is being address by fixing number plates with security screws.

Inspector Horner explained that Anti-Social Reports have reduced from 427 in July 2010 to 191 in January 2011, a very positive reduction.

Inspector Horner circulated the first of what it is hoped will be a serious of newsletters, to be sent to District and Town Councillors as well as other interested parties.  Inspector Horner explained that he is hoping to improve communication between the Police and its partners, and would welcome any feedback on the publication.  It was suggested that it may be useful for the newsletter to be circulated to local shopkeepers.

Inspector Horner commented on the very successful drug dog operation undertaken at Keighley Railway Station.  It was explained that one person was found to be in position of cannabis, whilst a further 36 people were found to have been in contact with controlled drugs within the last 48 hours.  Local residents have given some very positive feedback.

Councillor Zaman expressed concern that public perception appears to be that the number of robberies in Keighley is high and there is a lot of fear within the community.  Inspector Horner explained that crime numbers are actually low and detection rates are high.  It was suggested that individual Members should work with the Police to ensure that this message is heard in their Wards.  It was agreed that the matters should be raised at Neighbourhood Forums and other Community Meetings.

Councillor Westerman reported on having represented the Town Council at a Police Consultation Meeting held on Friday 11 March.  It was noted that the number of PCSOs will not be reduced this year.  It was pointed out that the Airedale & Bradford North Police Division has very high detection rates and is performing very well overall.  It was agreed that Councillor Westerman should discuss an appropriate press release to highlight this good work with the Town Council’s Press Officer.

2011/39 (W&T)
REPORT ON THE INGROW LANE ON-SITE MEETING

Councillors Roberts and Westerman reported on a recent on-site meeting with Highways Officer Keith Escritt where it was agreed that zig zag lines, ‘slow’ road markings and two school children crossing signs would be installed at this location.  It was noted that this meeting was also attended by Councillors Ali, B Hudson and M Hudson and that the agreed work would be undertaken at no cost to the Town Council.

2011/40 (W&T)
REPORT ON SIGNAGE FOR SCOTT STREET BLIND CENTRE

Proposed by Councillor Brooksbank,




Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 




RESOLVED


That £474 be ring-fenced for the purchase and installation of two signs near to the Scott Street Blind Centre.  It was agreed that sign 547.4v2 is the Committee’s preferred option.
2011/41 (W&T)
REPORT ON EAST AVENUE BUS STOP SITUATION

Councillor Zaman explained that he has not yet had chance to discuss this matter with local residents.  It was agreed that the matter should be deferred for further consideration at the next meeting.

2011/42 (W&T)
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM HAWORTH, CROSS ROADS & STANBURY PARISH COUNCIL ON PARTNERSHIP FUNDING FOR YOUTH PROVISION IN THE WORTH VALLEY

Correspondence from Councillor Huxley regarding this matter was circulated and noted with thanks.

2011/43 (W&T)
UPDATE ON LEEDS CITY COLLEGE KEIGHLEY CAMPUS [RAIL USERS] CAR PARK

Councillor Mitchell reported that Metro has now instructed Northern Rail to install appropriate signage for the management of this car park.

2011/44 (W&T)
TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE JOINT TRANSPORT COMMITTEE HELD ON 9 MARCH 2011

Councillor Mitchell explained that the Joint Transport Committee has recently re-commissioned the running of the 812 Bus Service for May to August 2011.

Proposed by Councillor Roberts,




Seconded by Councillor Westerman, and 




RESOLVED

That £1,000 be passed to the Joint Transport Committee as The Watch & Transport Committee’s contribution to the provision of the 812 Bus Service for 2011.

Proposed by Councillor Westerman,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That the minutes of the Joint Transport Committee held on 9 March 2011 be accepted.

2011/45 (W&T)
TO RECEIVE AND REVIEW THE NEW ‘COMMITTEE FINANCIAL REPORT’

It was noted that the Committee still has £2,000 uncommitted in the 2010/11 budget.  It was agreed that this matter should be discussed further at the next meeting.

2011/46 (W&T)
HOLDEN HALL, OAKWORTH

Concern was expressed at proposals to close Holden Hall, Oakworth, particularly as the Oakworth Community Contact Point is housed within this building.  Councillor Mitchell explained that local residents have agreed to petition Bradford MDC against this proposal.

Proposed by Councillor Mitchell,




Seconded by Councillor Roberts, and 




RESOLVED

That The Watch & Transport Committee opposes the proposed closure of Holden Hall, Oakworth.

2011/47 (W&T)
TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of The Watch & Transport Committee to be held on Monday 11 April 2011 in the Council Chamber.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.47pm.
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